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% $ Fred is an accredited American Orchid
Society Judge in the Pacific South Judging
n Wednesday, November 8, our speaker Region. Orchids fromSunset Valley Orchids

will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids.  have many AOS awards, including seven that
Fred created Sunset Valley Orchids in 1995 as a have received the highest honor, the ‘First Class
natural Outgrovvth of a hobby that began twenty Certificate’. Here are a few of his awarded
seven years earlier. Sunset Valley Orchids is a Pplants:

“boutique” style nursery where they are
dedicated to excellent customer service anc
unique offerings.

Backed by 24 years of experience in the
horticultural industry as a professional grower
and manager, Fred applies these skills to
produce robust and unique orchid hybrids.

Sunset Valley Orchids is located in Vista,
California, 30 miles north of San Diego and 60
miles south of Los Angeles approximately 10
miles from the Pacific Ocean. The 13,000 sq. ft.
of greenhouse space is composed of 4 distinc
growing environments.

SVO is a specialty plant breeder of awardh
guality orchids. Their efforts are focused on the
development of cutting edge orchid breeding Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘SVO Black
lines. They are providing new and unique Diamond’ FCC/AOS is characteristic of the
hybrids and species in several genera including; Work Fred does with the Catasetinae.
Cattleya, Paphiopedilum, Catasetinae, and
Bulbophyllum. Their plant offerings are !
produced in a laboratory and grown from seed ag &
the nursery. The flasking lab processes over 30( "c,‘
new hybrids annually producing 2000 replate
flasks. The plants are selected on strict critefia
robust growth and ease of flowering. This is|
accomplished by selecting only the most
vigorous seedlings throughout the processes o
flasking, community trays, and potting. This
grading results in the strongest and best plant
for both customers and for future breeding.

Please be sure to come to see this exceptions

speaker!! Support your SCVOS and .
Become a better grower!! Cattleya aclandiae ‘Blue Sky, HCC/AOS, Fred

is also very interested in minicatts!!




This month’'sAsk the Expert Corner will
feature Ann Stuart showing off how to mount
plants. All epiphytic orchids grow well when
they are mounted. Mounting orchids gives you
more space in your growing area. If you have a
plant you'd like to try growing on a mount, bring
it to the skill session and we'll help you mount it
Best candidates are orchids that like to dry out a
bit between waterings, such as most of the
cattleya alliance, psychopsis, many dendrobiums
and oncidiums. Mounts and all supplies will be
provided, but feel free to bring your own mounts
if you prefer. Remember the goal of the
SCVOS: helping people become better
growers, even when mounting plants. See you

there!!
&' ( B : Al members

with last names starting with, F, andG please
bring in refreshments for November. Feel free
to bring refreshments any month you'd like as
well. Remember that you have the highest
percentage chance to win a plant from the
opportunity table by bringing food. Last month
there were only 4 tickets in that drawinghis
month’s winner could be you!!

$ )

elcome to the following new members for

2008: Phyllis Perkins and Marnee Jones.
Thanks for joining us!!

$ $

Hyou are not getting your newsletter via email,

please be sure to give your currently correct
address to Ed Nazzalaphman@gmail.com

(( Il plants brought for sale by members must be
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in even
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before
you leave. We rely on the honor system. Thank
you to those abiding by this rule; those who are
not will have plant sales privileges revoked.

yy eter Brown submitted a very interesting

article with illustrations of his recent trip toshi
property in the Philippines. Without revision,
here it is:

As many of you know, Oliver and | are in
the process of creating the Palawan Orchid Park
in the Philippines. This is a long-term project,
and we are committed to making two trips per
year to Palawan to move things along. We
thought it might be of interest to the members of
the SCVOS to receive updates; so, we are also
committed to writing an article for the newsletter
after each trip.

But we must start at the beginning. In July
2007, Oliver and I traveled to the Philippines to
introduce me to the islands. Well, not all the
islands as there are around 7000 of them. Luzon
is the most populated island and home to Manila
and Cavite, where Oliver’s family resides. As
much as | like Oliver’s family, | asked that we
also visit another island, perhaps one that he
hadn’t visited. He chose Palawan, partly because
it is known as the “last frontier” of the
Philippines and partly because Oliver's
godfather is the Catholic Bishop of Palawan, so
we had a place to stay.

To make a long story short, by the fourth
day of our week in Palawan, we had fallen in
love with a magnificent island and its people.
Palawan isn’t developed very much and is very
beautiful. It is a large island, 400 km long and
averaging 12 km wide. Most importantly, it is
committed to rational development and
ecotourism. On the fifth day, we came up with
the idea of creating an orchid park, a tourist
attraction where visitors might view native
Philippine orchid species growing in semi-
natural surroundings. It became our hope that
the Palawan Orchid Park (POP) would become a
model for ex-situ conservation and that it would
somehow help relieve the pressure on the native
orchids in the jungle. We're still not sure how
this will ultimately work, but perhaps we will
have a laboratory and export flasks of sibling
crosses of native species. But now I've jumped
too far into the future.

We spent the last two days of that trip
looking for property to purchase. We got close,
but didn't see anything perfect. We had some
requirements. We wanted at least 2 hectares
(there are 2.4711 acres in a hectare) and it




needed to be on the road to the Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River National Park. This is
perhaps the number one attraction on the island
and is about a 2.5-hour drive from the Puerto
Princesa Airport. As most visitors to Palawan
visit the Subterranean River, it only makes sense
to add another attraction on the way. We were
long on dreams and short on time, so we came
home, with only our dreams.

InFebruary of 2008 we made another trip
and we found a very nice piece of property. It is
around 9.2 hectares, much larger than we
needed, but it is only one hour out of town and
seemed to meet our requirements. We
consummated the deal, with about the same
amount of paperwork required as in the USA.
But instead of escrow, you just sign the papers,
hand over the money, generally in cash, and
eventually the titles will be recorded, or not.
Needless to say, there is a lot of trust required.
Finally in June 2008, just before our scheduled
July trip, we were notified that the titles had
been recorded. | won't bore you with all the
details of such a transaction, but all's well that §
ends well.

As the new owners of this property, we
intended to spend a few days exploring what we
bought. To make another long story short, we
bought a couple of machetes and started to hac

our way through the jungle. We made it about 10 §8

Oliver and Peter with our first sign, smiling on
the outside and scared to death on the inside.
The trees are Philippine mahogany that were
planted for harvest many years ago. There are
about 250 of them. Since this is not a natural
growth, we’re going to have fun with it. We've
ordered 1000 Phal. amabilis for starters. Who
knows what's next?

feet. | exaggerate, but it became obvious that wegss

didn’'t even know where our property was. We ¥

knew from the map that we had frontage on the
national highway, but from there we were §

confused. So we hired a surveyor to mark thejg

boundary. After contracting for this job, they
realized that they would have to hack a path
around the property in order to do the survey.
They asked for an additional $50 for this. Before
authorizing this additional expenditure we had to
think for a couple of nanoseconds! Let's see,
would we want to cut a path about a mile long,
up and down a 100’ change in elevation in the
hot and humid jungle? | don’t think so. They had
almost completed the job before we had to
return home. But before we left, we contracted
to surround the property with a fence made of
concrete posts with barbed wire. That should be
done shortly and then are planning on planting
bougainvillea between the posts to cover it up.

This is the view up the hill. Lots of trees and
vines. It really is as pretty as it looks.

Ultimately, we hope to build a house
(retirement home?) and maybe even turn it into a
B & B. Minimally we’ll have plenty of guest
rooms for our friends and family. But there are
many issues that need exploration. There is no
power to the property, so we are hoping to use
solar or even micro-hydroelectric generation
from our three springs. The list goes on and on.
And to put it all in perspective, the Philippinss i
a third-world country that lacks most of the
infrastructure that we take for granted.




This is from one of the four largest orchid
nurseries that we’ve discovered. Here is a couple
of thousand Amesiella philippinensis. These
were all JUNGLE collected. And chances are
that any Philippine species that you buy in the
USA from any vendor will have been collected
in the jungle. How can we protect the jungle?

The red dot marks the spot. Notice we are about
half way between Manila and Borneo. There
used to be a land bridge between Palawan and
Borneo (many thousands of years ago) and the
flora and fauna are quite similar.

Ulugan Bay at low tide, just north of POP.

And on this trip we spent a lot of time
researching the flora and fauna of the area. We
walked in and around some of the property with
a botanist and forester from Palawan State
University to help us identify significant native
plants. We learned from their observations that
the property was logged (slash and burn) in the
70s. We knew we were buying secondary growth
jungle, but we didn't know how old it was. It
really hasn't been touched in the last 30 years. It
is our intention to re-forest the property with
native trees and plants. We also plan on having a
native fruit orchard, partly for personal
consumption, and partly to show tourists how
things like coconut, mangoes, jackfruit, cashew
and the like grow. Perhaps we’ll end up naming
the place Palawan Orchid Park and Botanical
Garden, who knows what the future holds for us.
In the meantime, we’re doing as much as we can
as fast as we can. But we won't be open for
business for several years.

For more information and more pictures, please
visit our web site at

www.palawanorchidpark.com

From there you will find links so that you can
explore more about the park and about Puerto
Princesa and Palawan.

Maraming salamat po (thank you very much) for
your interest and support.
Respectfully submitted,

Peter Brown & Oliver Colmenar




Wow...an overwhelming response of images.
Thanks!! Remember that submitting images for
inclusion in various publications and on the
website can fulfill one of the items dne Dance
Card, which I certainly hope you all are actively
filing out. This month’s images come to us
courtesy of Dave Smitt, Sandi Fox, and Tom
Bailey. Thanks!!

This image is of a plant growing in Tom Bailey’s

greenhouse. He had this to say in
accompaniment:
“This stunning Stanhopea April Fool

‘Gotcha’ (handy toothpick work of Doug Pulley)
graced my picnic table at the last Board meeting,
with a 10-hour daytime marvelous fragrance
lasting four days. The fragrance is minimal in
the evening, but is overpowering from 7AM to
5PM, perfuming my entire patio and backyard.
We had BBQ and Bruce Davidson generously
supplied a beautifully crafted 2004 Souverain -
Alexander Valley - Cabernet Sauvignon.

| shall be sliding off the Board with
elections coming up this November. It has been
a tremendous pleasure for me to serve our
incredibly forward thinking and progressive
orchid society, and | have selfishly derived more
personal satisfaction by working with fellow
Board members and so many of you than | ever
contributed back to our society. . . my life has
been enriched beyond expectation. If you would
like to experience a similar satisfaction, |
suggest you consider attending a Board meeting,
or better yet, just volunteer to be an officer ---
you will not regret it.

Most appreciatively to all of you,
Tom Bailey”

Wow...that's some sentiment. And one | can
absolutely agree with. It's a wonderful
experience to be on the board, and we always
need more members!!

This picture comes from Sandi Fox, who tells
us:

“This is obviously a phal. | don’t have much
luck with phals so | am overjoyed to have this
miniature growing. It gets lots of moisture and
low light. I've had it for 4 years and thought I'd

killed it but moving it around | found a better
location in the greenhouse for it.” Pretty cool...

Also from Sandi: “This a Miltassia Shelob
‘Tolkien” AM/AOS In some of my older
reference books they don't even list the
Miltassia. This picture doesn’'t emphasize the
pink lip. 1 got this in Nov. 2007 in bloom and it
has bloomed again. | spotted it at an OSH store
in South County and couldn’t believe that they
would have an AM/AOS winner so | snapped it

up.”




From Sandi: “This am Ascocenda Udomehai. |

got in 2004 at the Santa Barbara Orchid Show.

It blooms annually. | brought it to show and tell
last year when it had 2 flower sprays, a first for
me and the orchid.” Thanks!!

The previous two images are of our auctioneers
Doug Pulley and Jeff Trimble, who've served as
auctioneers for quite some time. Big thanks to
them for their help and support for the society
for all these years. Ed Nazzal our auction
chair, reports that the auction went quite well,
raising nearly $600 to support the activities of
the society. Ed does a tremendous job running
the auction every year, and the funds raised help
us to do everything from having interesting
monthly speakers to supporting orchid
conservation. You'll be pleased to note, | hope,
that 1% of the funds generated by the auction
will go to support habitat conservation through
Orchid Conservation International. This ties in
perfectly with our speaker next month, Peter
Tobias, who helped develop this program.
Please see below for more info and make plans
to attend November’s meeting!!

And lastly here’s me and the baby at Mark’s first
SCVOS meeting. He got hot and fussy and
found nothing that caught his fancy. We had a
long talk about why people grow what they
grow, and then he conceded there were in fact a
few things he might have wanted, including a
Phaius tankervilleae alba. | hope he doesn't
grow up all snobby-like!!

Please keep your images coming!! It seems
like some of you actually listened to me last
month when | asked for images, so I'll ask
again: please send me images!! Thanks so much
to those of you who did and do. Your work as a
photographer counts towards the 2008 Dance
Card (available on the website) and becomes a
valuable part of the tradition of the SCVOS:
helping people become better growers.
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$ 2 : Peter Tobias
Peter Tobias is one of the directors of Orchid
Conservation International, a group who tries to
preserve orchid habitat. After researching a
number of different orchid conservation
organizations, the SCVOS decided to back this
one as it appears to be the most productive —
they have joined forces with a man named Lou
Jost, who works with indigenous peoples in the
Andes to preserve thousands of acres of pristine
orchid habitat. This is not a presentation to be
missed — see where your dues are going and the
tremendous projects they fund!! See how you're
helping conserve rare orchids!!

& 3 2

4 ne big deal for the SCVOS calendar this

month is the San Jose Japantown Festiva
occurring October 4 along %' and Jackson
Street and environs in downtown San Jose
SCVOS Vice PresidenBruce Davidson has
managed to persuade Alan Koch of Gold
Country Orchids to man a booth at the event t¢
see how orchid revenue will fare. Alan has
agreed to generously donate a portion of his
profit to the society for orchestrating his
participation in the event. Not only will this e
good opportunity for you all to buy orchids from
a great grower, but also to help Alan out —
answer questions, hand out membership
brochures, and to let San Jose residents know
about our society. Let's try to get some new
members from this event...it shouldn’t be too
difficult with all those beautiful plants from
Alan!! Please come support your society on the
fourth!!

The only major orchid event for October is
the Diablo View Orchid Society Show, which is
a great experience put on by a very friendly
society. Their sales plants typically come from
excellent vendors and there’s clearly some very
good growers in the society. Make plans to
attend!! Also of note in the near future is the
Orchid Society of California Show in early
November. This show heralds the beginning of
the season, and is quite large and full of plants
not typically seen during the spring show
season. What stands out from last year were
Cym. species such as Cym. erythrostylum and

Cym. mastersii, as well as beautiful early
Cattleyas, especially some very nice semi-albas.
This show includes some very nice displays, of a
size which would mesh well with our
show...which brings us to our next point:

The 58 Annual Santa Clara Valley
Orchid Society Show and Sale will occur on
February 20-22, 2009at Westgate Mall in San
Jose. Mark your calendars, start staking plants,
think about displays, and where you'll want to
volunteer. We've purchased ti@DC Trophy,
the highest honor for a non-commercial exhibit
in the AOS. Could this be your year to win it?
Pleaseemail me for more information and to
request exhibit space!!

Remember, for much more information abou
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheet’,
contact information, previous newsletters, ant

lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the
website:

santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm

The SCVOS:
Helping You to Become a Better Grower

“hventory reduction sale at D & D Flowers Fall

Open House on October 4th and 5th, 2008.
There will be specials on hundreds of good
plants at $7.50 each.

We are located in Half Moon Bay 1/3 mile
east of Main Street off Hwy 92. Just east of
Spanish Town on Hwy. 92 there is a house and
firewood business. Turn onto the street between
the house and firewood business and go over the
bridge into the greenhouse complex. D & D
Flowers is the first greenhouse on the right. If
you go beyond the large dinosaur statues in front
of the house and Spanish Town and you are at
Main Street, you've gone too far.

Help your local orchid society For every
$25 you spend, you may enter your local orchid
society in a raffle for their monthly opportunity
table. 40 healthy plants (some in bloom) will be
award to the winning society. Winning society
will be picked at the end of Sunday October 5th.
The society must redeem their prize to D & D
Flowers by the next open house which will take
place in May of 2009.




.5 Spirit of Japantown Festival It's election time in SCVOS-land, and here is the
5" and Jackson, surrounding area, slate of candidates to be voted upon at the

San Jose downtown. November meeting:
Contact: Bruce Davidson
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net Past President: Kristina Bell
see slier below!! President: Bruce Davidson
Vice President: Tim Culbertson
5 D & D Flowers Fall Open House Treasurer Marvin Bell
1/3 miles off 92 at Spanish Village, Secretary: Sylvia Grossman
Half Moon Bay. Membership Chair: Peter Brown
Contact: Dennis Olivas Directors: Ann Stuart
(925) 969-1246 Eanghak Quach
d.olivas@comcast.net Dave Woodfill
Peter Brown
#6 5 Diablo View Orchid Society Show Kate Culbertson
Pleasant Hill Community Center,
320 Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill. Now is also the time to consider joining the
Contact: Dennis Olivas board. Peter would like some help with the
(925) 969-1246 membership chair position, so if you like
d.olivas@comcast.net meeting people and handing out the name
see flier below!! badges, then please let Kristina know you're

interested in helping out. Likewise, if you're at
all interested in serving on the board, we
encourage you to attend a board meeting in the
near future or the December budget hearing.
Serving on the board is a wonderful experience,
and, remember, even attending a board meeting
(and serving on the board) earn you credit for
your Dance Card Download the latest version
here

The SCVOS supports OCA in conserving orch 4 he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a
habitat with funds donated to the 1% for orchf} non-profit organization that meets the first
conservation program from our annual shoy;, Wednesday of each month at the American
auction, and membership dues campaigis. Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the
Please show your generous support at the Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose,

website linkedhere or through our Novembe California. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM. The
meeting. Help conserve orchid habitat throu skill session starts at about 7:00 PM.
the SCVOS!!
Officers for 2008
Kristina Bell, President (408) 229-2747
kbellwolf@aol.com
) Bruce Davidson, Vice President (408) 623-0413
) ) bwdavidson2@bbnow.net
The November board meeting will be held at  Sylvia Grossman, Secretary (408) 266-6922
the home of Kristina Bell on Tuesday the"14 V'V'qucﬁdﬁn‘?e-com 108) 226.2747
For more information, directions, or if you'd like mgx'snkise@émrii?rer (408) 229-
to make an announcement, please contact 1om Bailey, Past President (408) 997-1850

Kristina by phone at (408) 229-2747 or by email  thydebailey@yahoo.com
atkbellwolf@aol.com




Directors for 2008
Tim Culbertson
timc@harker.org
Kate Mackey
kmackey@stanford.edu

(301) 641-2556

(301) 356-4041

Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
paphman@gmail.com

Eanghak Quach (408) 629-3794
epigarden@yahoo.com

Dave Woodfill (408) 248-5983

ofiew@comcast.com
Peter Brown
pjb@presol.com
Ann Stuart
annystuart@yahoo.com
Dawn McPhee
dmcphee@mofo.com
2008 Auction Chair

(408) 268-3573

(510) 755-3654

(408) 267-3397

(408) 375-1345

Ed Nazzal

paphman@gmail.com

Membership
(510) 755-3654

Peter Brown

pjb@presol.com

Website:santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org
Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org

Member Database
Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
paphman@gmail.com
Newsletter
Tim Culbertson, Editor

timc@harker.org
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing

ofiew@comcast.net

(301) 641-2556

(408) 248-5983

Publicity
Susan Wiedmann
Hmgbird@pacbell.net

Library

Marie Lofton
smlofton@pacbell.net
Plant Opportunity Tickets
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill (408) 248-5983
ofiew@comcast.com
Kitchen Crew
Conrad Kumata
ckklboater@aol.com
Liz Gehrig
eagehrig@aol.com
2008 Show and Sale
Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org
Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair
epigarden@yahoo.com
2008 Bus Tour
Kristina Bell, President
kbellwolf@aol.com
2008 Greenhouse Tour
(408) 354-1412

(408) 629-0264

(408) 363-6901

(408) 629-3794

(408) 229-2747

Doug Pulley
dpulleyl@comcast.net

2008 Holiday Party
Kristina Bell, President (408) 229-2747
kbellwolf@aol.com
AOS / ODC Representative
Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org

/[ % 11
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Maplethorpe Orchids in Soquel will ren
greenhouse space at $0.50 per square foot
month in allotments of 100 square feet or mo
I have all my plants down there and | love it

heating to 50° with all the bark and pots yo
need for repotting time too!! Nothing beat
growing in a greenhouse — if you've bee

greenhouse (it costs about the same as th
lights each month...)!! What an excellen
opportunity!! Please contact me leynail or
(301) 641-2556 for more information!!

AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows
Hall in Sacramento in association with the

Sacramento Orchid Society meeting. No awards
were granted in August.

AOS Judging occurs on the first Tuesday of the
month at the County Fair Building in Golden
Gate Park in association with the SFOS meeting,
and on the third Wednesday of the month at the
Lake Merritt Garden Center in Oakland in
association with the OSC meeting. Awards
granted in Oakland were not updated yet, and so
August awards will be in the October newsletter.




& ((

From theAOS Pacific Central Judging Center
Images are property of the AOS and should not pedeiced

Paphiopedilum xpradhanii ‘Kate's Baby'
(Paph. fairrieanum x Paph. venustum)

CBR (prov)

Exhibited by Mr. & Mrs. T. W. Culbertson
Awarded September 2 2008 at SFOS Meeting

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii ‘Christopher John'
species

CCM 85

Exhibited by Steve Beckendorf

Awarded September 2 2008 at SFOS Meeting

1

Catasetum fimbriatum 'Sierra Vista
species

HCC 77

Exhibited by Curtis Gean

Awarded September 3 2008 at Sacr. OS Meeting

Phragmipedium wallisii ‘Harford's Gemini’
species

FCCo1

Exhibited by The Little Greenhouse

Awarded June 2007 at National Capitol Judging

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 'Margaux’

species

HCC 78

Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky

Awarded September 3 2008 at Sacr. OS Meeting
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The following advertisers help support our orchiadisty, and you should help support them!!

If you have a business, or know someone who wadké&ltb contribute an advertisement which woul
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you haeechance to interact with on a monthly basi
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertsbtyculber@hotmail.com

Advertising donation rates are as follows:

Y4 Page $5.00 Donation Monthly
Y Page $10.00 Donation Monthly
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly







