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(please note that links in electronic copies are functional 

Cattleya labiata ‘Cooksoniae’ AM/RHS 
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&&&& las there’s no speaker this month.  

However, on September 3rd, you’ll have what 
most people would call the best opportunity of 
the entire year to not only advance your 
collection, but to advance your knowledge of 
orchids.  This is the perfect opportunity to get 
some fantastic new plants at absolute bargain 
prices!! That’s because it’s auction time!!  Our 
SCVOS Annual Auction.  will feature 
auctioneers Jeff Trimble  and Doug Pulley this 
year, who’s sure to be contributing a ton of 
plants to the event, having already promised a 
number of awarded divisions to the event.  The 
auction is a wonderful chance to purchase great 
plants for next-to-nothing, so if your greenhouse 
is looking a little empty, come by to fill it up. If 
you’ve never been to an auction (or if it’s been 
awhile), there are typically between 200-300 
plants, on all the front tables and on more tables 
stretching back the entire length of the wall.  
There’s a lot of plants! Ed Nazzal is the auction 
chair, and he assures that that this year will offer 
a bumper crop of nice divisions and seedlings 
donated by our society members.  He’s instituted 
a new rule this year to limit the number of plants 
so that only the very best things show up on the 
table.  

Every year a number of plants at the 
monthly show and tell table and at the Annual 
Show come notably from purchases at the 
auction. It is an experience that offers something 
for everyone; remember that your support of the 
auction and other society events makes sure that 
we have an excellent lineup of speakers, 
activities, and plants for next year.   The auction 
comprises a substantial proportion of our annual 
budget, so please make plans to participate in 
this tradition (and check out your Dance Card to 
check off some new items)!!  You all are 
keeping up with the Dance Card, right!!?? 

In light of the upcoming auction, the board 
found it prudent to review some of the auction 
rules.  They have been recently updated, so be 
sure to pay close attention to the following so 
there’s no confusion, and so that only the finest 
plants are sold. 

  
1. Only SCVOS Members can sell plants, 

but everyone is welcome to buy. 
2. Orchids only for sale, no other plants. 
3. Place a tag on each plant with the following 

information: 
• Identifying number made from the 

seller’s initials and a numerical number 
(i.e. AB12) for the auction staff to track 
purchases. 

• Name of the plant (and parentage) if 
known. 

• Cultural information and color, and any 
other information deemed prudent 
(remember, how well you advertise 
them determines how much you’ll be 
able to get for them). 

• Minimum bid if any. 
4. Maximum of 20 plants. (This is a change 

from previous years!) 
5. Make a list of the plants with their 

identifying numbers and leave a copy at the 
auction desk; use the attached blank for 
help. 

6. SCVOS members only can sell (and no, you 
may not join just before the auction). 

7. Anyone can buy plants, so bring friends!! 
8. Plants to be at the hall between 6:30 and 

7:00, auction starts promptly at 7:30 pm. 
 
These rules should insure an excellent 

experience…come out and support your club!!  
And for heaven’s sake get lots of new plants for 
yourselves!!  The more plants you have, the 
better you’ll be able to experiment and find the 
perfect way of growing them!! 
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This month’s we will again skip the Ask the 
Expert Corner, which will return in October 
from its summer vacation.  And it will feature a 
redux of Ann Stuart’s wildly popular 
demonstration of how to mount orchids.  She 
will discuss the finer points of how she’s does 
so, quite successfully, such that you can go back 
home and mount that plant who would do better 
mounted than in a pot.   

The auction is one of the very best ways to 
learn at our society – practice is key, and having 
lots of plants allows you to do just that!  
Remember the goal of the SCVOS: helping 
people become better growers even of things 
we don’t usually think of growing…  Please stop 
by and get some plants in September.  See you 
there!! 
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�� : All members 
with last names starting with B, C, and D please 
bring in refreshments for August.  Feel free to 
bring refreshments any month you’d like as 
well. Bring food – it makes the meeting so much 
more fun.  Also, remember that if you bring 
food, you have the highest percentage chance to 
win a plant from the opportunity table; last 
month there were only 4 tickets in that 
drawing…one could be you!! 

 

$
 �)
��
��$
 �)
��
��$
 �)
��
��$
 �)
��
�� ����
**** elcome to the following new members for 
2008: Gail Galata, Joseph Cardona, Laurie 
Heron, Michael Warfield, and Kathryn 
Ashizawa.  Thanks for joining us!! 
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++++f you are not getting your newsletter via email, 
please be sure to give your currently correct 
address to Ed Nazzal, paphman@gmail.com.   
 

&&&& ll plants brought for sale by members must be 
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in even 
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price 
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before 
you leave. We rely on the honor system.  Thank 
you to those abiding by this rule; those who are 
not will have plant sales privileges revoked. 

,,, , he SCVOS Newsletter, Website, and Archives 
committee would like to thank Dave Smitt for 
his photos this month from the August meeting.  
Remember that submitting images for inclusion 
in various publications and on the website can 
fulfill one of the items on the Dance Card, 
which I certainly hope you all are actively filling 
out.  In addition to Dave, Ann Stuart sent a fine 
image from her collection, and I added in one of 
mine just for fun…  
Everyone else, where’s your contribution?? ��� �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who’s that hiding behind the Blc. Golden Tang?  
It’s Bud Segraves, who shared this beautiful 
plant with us in August.  Blc. Golden Tang has a 
very interesting parentage.  Yes, it has ‘B’ in it – 
Brassavola, but in this case mostly Brassavola 
nodosa, the starry ‘Lady of the Night’ orchid.  
Brassavola, or Rhyncolaelia digbyana is way 
back there somewhere as well, but is not as 
evident as its starrier cousin.  Also in the 
background of this plant as a grandparent is 
Cattleya forbesii…why is it there…that’s a 
pretty interesting question…I guess we would 
have to talk to the hybridizer to get the answer.  
Cattleya forbesii manifests itself in the color – it 
tends to cause its progeny to have a richness in 
color, despite being fairly innocuous itself.  If 
you’re interested, try googling one of Blc. 
Golden Tang’s parents, Blc. Waikiki Gold, a 
cross of C. forbesii with a standard pink Blc.  
Pretty interesting results…In any event, big 
thanks to Bud Segraves for bringing in this 
clearly well grown plant, as are all the things he 
brings in for us to marvel at.  And likewise 
thanks to Dave Smitt  for taking this interesting 
picture of him…try to get the face next time!! 
 



 

-�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encyclia radiata is a fantastic species for a 
number of reasons: it’s easy to grow, blooms 
prolifically, and sometimes multiple times per 
year, it has a wonderful fragrance, and it has 
beautiful flowers.  It’s really one of those things 
that everyone should have one (or more than 
one) of.  Sometimes called the Cockleshell 
Orchid, these plants with their non-resupinate 
flowers (meaning that their flowers don’t turn 
upside down like most orchids) are now 
correctly called Anacheilum radiatum thanks to 
some work by taxonomists these days… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick Barry brought in a Neofinetia falcata, 
another one of those plants that everyone should 
have.  This is another plant that is easily grown, 
small, floriferous, fragrant, and beautiful.  It 
seems that many summer – flowering plants are 
this way – maybe it’s the dearth of other 
flowering orchids that makes them so enjoyable.  
Neofinetia falcata is one of those things that is 
highly collectable as well, with a multitude of 
varieties including flowers with different colors 
and forms and variegation, as was quite evident 
at Bruce’s show.  Thanks to Dave for the image. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 It was so nice to see that Angelic made it to the 
meeting.  For those of you out of the loop, 
Angelic hurt herself in a car accident a few 
months ago, and has managed to rebound 
quickly after some broken ribs.  Here she is 
showing off what must rank among her favorite 
plants, Vanda coerulea (or something like it).  
I’m not quite sure this is really a Vanda coerulea, 
but I wasn’t there, so I guess I can’t say…the 
Thai have done some fantastic work line 
breeding V. coerulea in the past few decades, 
searching for high color and smaller plants – this 
has certainly been achieved in Angelic’s plant 
here.  Thanks again to Dave for the image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Brown shows off an interesting species 
Vanda, V. roeblingiana.  This species is from the 
Philippines, so one day it will probably live in a 
tree on Peter and Oliver’s Palawan Orchid Park.  
That’s a pretty nice life for this little dearie.  
There seems to be so many interesting 
Philippine orchid species – many vandas and 
paph and phal species are found there, to say 
nothing of all the belly orchids to be had there… 
Thanks to Dave for the photo. 
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It’s with great pleasure that I introduce to 
you our photographer Dave Smitt on the other 
end of the camera with a beautifully grown plant 
of Wilsonara Hilda Plumtree.  Dave’s been such 
a great help in documenting all the goings-on of 
the society, and provides wonderful pictures 
every month to help fill in gaps for those of us 
who can’t be present at the meetings on a more 
regular basis, due to, say, other important 
reasons… � .  In any event, a beautiful flower 
on a beautiful plant, and big thanks for the 
images.  This photo from our society president 
Kristina Bell.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August speaker Doug Pulley espouses his most 
favorite of things, Stanhopeas.  I’ve heard rave 
reviews from the people I’ve spoken to – I’m 
sorry I missed it.  Doug has certainly carved out 
a niche for himself with this genus, and is an 
advocate of it to others for sure.  He’s so 
enthusiastic about this group of plants that I’ve 
noticed the collections of numerous SCVOS 
members grow to include at least a few of this 
genus.  All the better, since they’re great!!  
Thanks to Dave for the image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ann Stuart sent in this fantastic Trichopilia 
tortilis…what a display from a small plant.  Ann 
mounts many of her plants, and, while I’ve 
never seen a Trichopilia mounted, this one 
clearly shows that they are ideal candidates.  
Trichopilia tortilis is a smaller example of this 
genus, and the twisted flowers make it amongst 
the most interesting, if not floriferous, of the 
group.  These are pretty easy to grow under 
intermediate conditions, with lots of water 
during the growing season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes, here he is, Mark Culbertson, born 

August 6th 2008 at Lucille Packard Children’s 
Hospital in Palo Alto.  He measured 21 inches 
and weighed 8 lbs 7 oz at birth.  I can’t tell you 
how much fun he is!!  We took him down to the 
greenhouse for the first time today and he slept.  
Well, he sleeps a lot.  I guess I can’t fault him 
for that!!  He does like cut flower paphs though, 
even if he’s not already helping with the 
repotting – here he is playing with one of his 
favorites, Paph. Clair de Lune ‘Edgard Van 
Belle’ AM/RHS.  Yay!! 
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Please keep your images coming!!  It seems 
that things have dropped off a little in recent 
months…can we get back to where we were 
before?  Will you guys please send me some 
stuff? I’m sure many of you out there have 
pictures that you’d like to share; please send me 
images!!  Your work as a photographer counts 
towards the 2008 Dance Card (available on the 
website) and becomes a valuable part of the 
tradition of the SCVOS: helping people become 
better growers.  
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: Fred Clarke����
Fred Clarke is the best breeder of Catasetinae in 
the country.  Wow…that was simple…does that 
make you al want to come to the meeting now?  
It should – he’s won a number of FCCs and ADs 
for this work with this group, including such 
genera as Mormodes, Catasetum, Cycnoches,  
and Clowesia.  This group of plants features 
pendulous inflorescences, huge flowers, many 
flowers, fragrance, and interesting growth habits 
– they’re dormant in the cool winter months, so 
you don’t need to water them!!  Fred runs Sunset 
Valley Orchids – check them out and be sure to 
attend October’s meeting!! 
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&&&&ugust was hot, and slow, but full of the 

results of a wonderful Laelia purpurata season – 
I hope all yours bloomed as well as mine.  I 
personally had a pretty busy month with the new 
baby and all, but from what I hear Orchid 
Mania, with new treasurer Peter Brown had a 
fantastic sale, generating in excess of $20,000 
for AIDS research and to send needy kids to an 
AIDS-focused camp for treatment and 
counseling.  Wow…now that’s a worthwhile 
enterprise.  I heard through the grapevine that a 
few of our members went – I think this is 
probably the premier way to help out people 
using orchids that I’ve ever hear of….big 
congrats to their board and their mission, and but 
that every society could have such a worthwhile 
enterprise. 

In these months where orchids are a little 
sparse in their flowering, I figure it’s as good a 
time as any to remind everyone of the SCVOS 
Dance Card, which is your opportunity to learn 

and grow through some ideas passed on by 
advanced society members.  Your participation 
in the Dance Card program earns you a gift 
certificate from local orchid giant Maplethorpe 
Orchids in Soquel. 

In the spirit of OrchidMania, then, here’s a 
list of things you can do that support 
community-based learning at the SCVOS and at 
the same time fulfill Dance Card criteria so you 
can get that gift certificate!! 
1. Introduce yourself to a different SCVOS 

members at each meeting and discuss 
your orchid experience.  

2. Bring a guest to a monthly meeting. 
3. Come to a meeting early to set up at 

least twice annually. 
4. Stay after a meeting to clean up at least 

twice annually. 
5. Bring refreshments to at least two 

monthly meetings. 
6. Share your new found orchid resources 

at a monthly meeting, whether they be 
practical or internet-based. 

7. Ask another member for help solving a 
persistent problem. 

8. Spend at least four hours during the year 
helping other members solve one of their 
persistent orchid problems.  

9. Host an orchid event 
(e.g. a barbecue or open house). 

10. Participate in the auction or show by 
selling five plants. 

11. Participate in the auction or show by 
purchasing two plants 

12. Attend a board meeting during the year 
as an observer 

And that’s just a short list; have a look at the 
entire Dance Card on the SCVOS website: 
www.santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org. 
  
Remember, for much more information about 
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheets, 
contact information, previous newsletters, and 
lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the 
website:  
 
santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm 
 
The SCVOS:  
Helping You to Become a Better Grower 
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The last big going-on in the months to come will 
be the San Jose Japantown Festival, which will 
feature a “tryout” of orchid sales generously 
donated by Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids.  
He will be selling his plants and giving the 
SCVOS a portion of his proceeds; the 
experience might in years to come be taken over 
as a major fund-raiser for the society.  I hope 
that you will all be out to support Alan and the 
society, especially since he always brings such 
fine plants.  Please make every effort to put this 
one-day event on your calendar.  It will be held 
October 4th from 10 am to 6 pm.  I’ll be sure to 
include more information in the October 
newsletter…keep an eye out!! 
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��-3  SCVOS Annual Auction 
 Come for great plants at great prices; 

American Legion Hall,  
Minnesota Ave, Willow Glen. 

   Contact: Ed Nazzal 
 paphman@gmail.com 
�
�
���-4�.3  Sacramento Orchid Forum Show 
 Sacramento Garden and Art Center,  

McKinley  Ave, Sacramento. 
   Contact: Jeff Tyler 
 cgaxquai@tokyo.com 
 See Flier Below !! 
 
�
��!"4!�3  SFOS OrchidFest 
 Hall of Flowers, County Building, 

9th Ave and Lincoln, San Francisco. 
 Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

www.orchidsanfrancisco.com 
See Flier Below!! 
 

�
��.3  Spirit of Japantown Festival 
 5th and Jackson, surrounding area, 

San Jose downtown. 
 Contact: Bruce Davidson 

bwdavidson2@bbnow.net 
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The October board meeting will be held at the 
home of Sylvia Grossman.  For more 
information, directions, or if you’d like to make 
an announcement, please contact Kristina by 
phone at (408) 229-2747 or by email at 
kbellwolf@aol.com. 
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, he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a 
non-profit organization that meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at the American 
Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the 
Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose, 
California.  The meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  The 
skill session starts at about 7:00 PM. 
 

Officers for 2008 
Kristina Bell, President  (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf@aol.com 
Bruce Davidson, Vice President (408) 623-0413 
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net 
Sylvia Grossman, Secretary  (408) 266-6922 
sylviag@cadence.com 
Marvin Bell, Treasurer  (408) 229-2747 
marvskis@aol.com 
Tom Bailey, Past President  (408) 997-1850 
thydebailey@yahoo.com 

Directors for 2008 
Tim Culbertson    (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Kate Mackey   (301) 356-4041 
kmackey@stanford.edu 
Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 
Eanghak Quach   (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 
Dave Woodfill   (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 
Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
Ann Stuart    (408) 267-3397  
annystuart@yahoo.com 
Dawn McPhee    (408) 375-1345  
dmcphee@mofo.com 

2008 Auction Chair 
Ed Nazzal  (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 

Membership 
Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
 Website: santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org 
Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
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Member Database 
Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
Tim Culbertson, Editor  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.net 

Publicity 
Susan Wiedmann    
Hmgbird@pacbell.net 

Library 
Marie Lofton   (408) 629-0264 
smlofton@pacbell.net 

Plant Opportunity Tickets 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill  (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 

Kitchen Crew 
Conrad Kumata 
ckk1boater@aol.com 
Liz Gehrig    (408) 363-6901 
eagehrig@aol.com 

2008 Show and Sale 
Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair  (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 

2008 Bus Tour 
Kristina Bell, President  (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf@aol.com 

2008 Greenhouse Tour 
Doug Pulley   (408) 354-1412 
dpulley1@comcast.net 

2008 Holiday Party 
Kristina Bell, President  (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf@aol.com 

AOS / ODC Representative 
Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
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From the AOS Pacific Central Judging Center 
Images are property of the AOS and should not be reproduced 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii 'Ruby' 
species 
AM 82 
Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids 
Awarded August 5 2008 at SFOS Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii 'Red Gem' 
species 
AM 88 
Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids 
Awarded August 5 2008 at SFOS Meeting 
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Phragmipedium wallisii ‘Harford's Gemini’ 
species 
FCC 91 
Exhibited by The Little Greenhouse 
Awarded June 2007 at National Capitol Judging 
 
AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the 
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows 
Hall in Sacramento in association with the 
Sacramento Orchid Society meeting.  No awards 
were granted in August. 
����
AOS Judging occurs on the first Tuesday of the 
month at the County Fair Building in Golden 
Gate Park in association with the SFOS meeting, 
and on the third Wednesday of the month at the 
Lake Merritt Garden Center in Oakland in 
association with the OSC meeting.  Awards 
granted in Oakland were not updated yet, and so 
August awards will be in the October newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paphiopedilum Icy Icy Wind ‘Headwall’ 
HCC 79 
(Paph. Ice Castle x Paph. Stone Lovely) 
Exhibited by  Woodstream Orchids 
Awarded 2008 at MOS Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gold Medal winning display from the Maryland 
Orchid Society Show in March 2008, 
constructed by The Little Greenhouse – 
something to those of us who make displays can 
aspire…Look at the colors and the flow in this 
exhibit – look a the display of orange orchids…I 
wish I had more orange orchids.  I odn’t know if 
I could ever come up with anything like this – 
just beautiful!! 
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  Name:_____________________________   

  Address:___________________________   

  ___________________________________   

  Tele:______________________________   
     

Code   Plant 
Min. 
Bid Sold 
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The following advertisers help support our orchid society, and you should help support them!! 
 

If you have a business, or know someone who would like to contribute an advertisement which would 
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you have the chance to interact with on a monthly basis, 
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertson, at twculber@hotmail.com. 
 
Advertising donation rates are as follows: 
 

¼ Page   $5.00 Donation Monthly 
½ Page  $10.00 Donation Monthly 
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly 
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