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n April 1*, we're going to try Nick Burnett
again. Last month he had to cancel on short
notice because he was ill, so this month he’s
agreed to come down and deliver the
presentation he was supposed to give last month.
Oh well...it'll still be great!! His presentation,
titled “Ten Ways to Kill an Orchid” is a great
one for those of you who've heard it before —
funny, informative, and useful in helping
everyone to become better growers. Nick is the
training coordinator for the Cal-Sierra Nevada
AOS Judging program, and an accredited judge
with over 20 years of experience in the judging
system. [I've seen this presentation a few times
and it's fantastic. | hope you will make plans to
be there!!

Nick Burnett has been growing (and killing)
orchids since 1990. After finding a dendrobium
in an Albertson's, he caught the orchid bug and
never recovered. He became an accredited
judge with the American Orchid Society in 2003
and continues to be humbled by how much he
doesn't know about orchids. Nick is a professor
and Chair of the Communication Studies
Department at Sacramento State. His lovely
wife Debbi allowed him to build a greenhouse in
the backyard in 1991 and since that time he has
found that the orchids he is least likely to murder
are phragmipedium hybrids, species and hybrid
paphiopedilums, and the occasional
phaleanopsis (kept on hand to keep the slug and
shails away from the really good orchids!)

Nick's presentation is animated, funny, and
full of good advice. If you'd like to meet him
beforehand at dinner, please call cr
Come by to learn more about growing some of
your favorite genera!! This month’s raffle table
will be Rick Barry’s Collection, which the
SCVOS purchased from his estate. It's with
great honor that we can present them to you...

Lc. Bonanza ‘Six Gun’ AM/AOS

For those of you who missed out, | presented
last month about trying to grow orchids indoors.
Which I've tried and | thought did a pretty good
job of for years until 1 got too many plants to
keep in the house. Kate suggested | put a
bibliography in here after the fact, which I'm
pretty reluctant to do, but I'm sure you all know
the penalty for not listening to your wifey. |
grow about 3000 paphs in a greenhouse at
Maplethorpe Orchids in Soquel, with a particular
interest in old awarded and historic clones. I've
been growing orchids since 1998, and no, my
first orchids are long dead. My interest was
developed by an internship at Longwood
Gardens, an old Dupont Estate just outside
Philadelphia and one of the premier display
gardens in the United States; they had a
wonderful collection of orchids and | enjoyed
learning about them immensely. From there, |
began my real collection and to this day my
most significant interest — old paphs. For a
number of years these were grown indoors under
lights in various situations until renting a
greenhouse about 3 years ago. I've been part of
AOS judging for four years and am currently a
probationary judge. During that time I've tried
to study up on historic clones of all types of
orchids, and have a few of the representative
genera in my collection, including many of the
plants shown as letterhead in the newsletter.
I've written the newsletter for 4 years, been a
show chairman for 5, and am currently your VP.
In my free time | collect plants for the
government, grow dahlias and genetically
modified corn at Stanford, teach middle school
kids about the environment, and take care of my
8 month old son. | guess I'm pretty busy.
Anyways that presentation was the first official
presentation I've ever made to a society and |
hope you enjoyed it. Maybe | can come up with
something new for when someone else takes
over as VP....hint hint!!




For our Ask The Expert Corner this
month, Bruce Davidson will present on ways to
display orchids in the home. What better way to
use your beautiful blooming plants than to bring
them to the place where they can best be
enjoyed? Learn some tips from SCVOS
President Bruce about how. This could count
towards your Dance Card for the year...Learn
some new techniques and...

Become a better grower!!
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elcome to the following new members for

2009: Dick & Bobbi Brendlen, and David Salice
Thanks for joining us!!

$ $

(f you are not getting your newsletter via email,

please be sure to give your currently correct
address to Ed Nazza!;

I plants brought for sale by members must be
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in eve
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before

you leave. We rely on the honor system. Thank

y y hank you Dave!Dave Smittwent overboard

this month, providing us with literally every
single image for this month's newsletter.
Everyone else, what the deal!! We can't let
Dave take all the credit now can we??!! Please
send me some pictures — it doesn’t matter what
format or how large or anything else, as long as
they are of pretty or interesting orchids!! Please
pictures if you'd like me to include
them in next month’'s newsletter! Remember

that including your images in the newsletter
fulfils one of the items on the newly revised
2009 SCVOS Dance Cargwhich details all the
things you need to do to become a better grower,
courtesy of some of the best growers in our
society!!

you to those abiding by this rule; those who arejgis

not will have plant sales privileges revoked.

* ! + All members

with last names starting with X, Y, Z and A

please bring in refreshments for March. Feel
free to bring refreshments any month you’d like
as well. Remember that the refreshments
opportunity table ticket competes with very few
other tickets...it's almost a sure winner!! Please
bring some food...I get hungry...

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES TODAY!!

If you haven't paid your dues, now’s a good
time...newsletters have been cut off to those of
you who haven't paid. Please continue to
support the SCVOS this year!! Thanks!!
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Ed Nazzal brought in this beautiful Phrag
wallisii for show and tell in March. This species
is one of the long-petaled Phrags, similar to
Phrag caudatum from deeper in Central and
South America.  Phrag. wallisii has been
recently renamed to Phrag. warscewiczianum
after a taxonomist found an older description of
the same species under this different name. |
don't know about you, but | hate changing my
labels...ridiculous taxonomists...In any event,
this sure is a pretty flower, all light colored and
dainty with its beautiful long petals. Ed
mentioned he grows this one more like a
multifloral paph — lots of light and no standing
water, contrary to what is typical for most
phrags. Eric Christensen said that this has a
weird habitat — usually cool and damp, but in
exposed areas, so when the sun comes out it gets
hot in a real hurry. He recommends putting the
pot in another pot and filling in with moss...




Peter Brown brought in the Dendrobium
amethystoglossum, a beautiful species native to
the Philippines, where Peter's recently

purchased some property for reforesting with

orchids. This one should do nicely — it's already

attached to a big log. Very floriferous and pretty

easy to grow, this species is a nice addition to a
dry-rest greenhouse, where water is slightly

withheld in the late fall. Nice picture Dave!!

Tom Bailey brought in both the plants on the
previous page, the first one is Amesiella
monticola and the second is Angraecum
sesquipedale. The Amesiella is a miniature
angraecoid from the Philippines, where it grows
higher on mountains than the more common
Amesiella philippinensis; it likes a cooler
temperature, but would still be at home in an
intermediate greenhouse. This is certainly a
beautiful species, but nothing compared to the
elegance, beauty, and fragrance of Angraecum
sesquipedale. The story goes that Darwin
predicted that a moth with a 16” long proboscis
could reach the nectar of this species, at the end
of its 16" spur. He never saw the moth, which
was discovered in 1903, some 40 years after
Darwin’s statements, and named Xanthopan
morganii praedicta in honor of Darwin's
prediction. In the late 1870s a book was written
arguing that supernatural forces had created this
plant, due to its complexity and it was used as a
symbol of Creationism until its moth was found.
Pretty neat story, hunh? Thanks Tom!!

I mentioned at the meeting that this might be an
interesting orchid to check out — it has most of
the attributes of its cousin, Darwinara Charm,
which has Vanda coerulea in its background, but
this Vandafinetia Blaupunkt has Vanda
coerulescens in its background. This very rare
species is different than the larger Vanda
coerulea in that it is much easier to flower,
flowers on smaller plants, and does not require
the cooler conditions of its cousin. 1 like this a
a breeding trend — for small size and extreme
floriferousness. What a great cross. Thanks to
Peter for bringing it in. This brings us to some
POE pictures; did you see the Vanda
coerulescens there? It was in the Andy’s
Orchids display...




| unfortunately don’t have too much info on
these images — | don't really remember whose
displays these were in, but | wanted to comment
on a genus (or group | guess | should say) of
plants that really were impressive this year at
POE. The top picture is Phaius pulcher, and the
bottom is Gastrorchis (previously known as
Phaius) tuberculosus. Other phaius-like things
in the show included Phaius tankervilliae, Phaius
Don Rosenberg, and Phaius Microburst — all big
specimens, all easy to grow in normal
intermediate conditions. | think more people
should grow these, and | think I'm going to
grow some of them myself. How can you go
wrong with species that grow fast, flower
prolifically, and bloom right during show time.
They even have big pretty plicate leaves...a
perfect houseplant with flowers!! | wish I lived
in Miami so | could grow these in the ground.

This is a genus | need to research more; maybe it

will fulfill the category on the Dance Card for
“grow 2 plants of a new genus” or “read 3
articles about a new genus” or even “bring a
plant of the new genus to show and tell one
month.” Possibilities abound!! Nice pix Dave!!

Lycaste skinneri alba at POE...beautiful!!

Maxillaria sanderiana, a rarely seen specimen-
sized plant of a very difficult-to-grow species

from Dan Newman and Hanging Gardens (I
remembered this one!!)




The above image is of the Pleurothallid Alliance
Wardian case, complete with fog and spectacular
Draculas, Masdevallias, and other pleuros.

I think maybe the very best part about POE
is getting to go and enjoy species I'd never be
caught dead growing, or species that I've killed
more times than I'd like to think about. It's so
much fun to see what other people like to grow.
That's one of the reasons that “go to the POE” is
a whole category to itself on the Dance Card. |
hope you went, and | hope some of you went to
the Santa Barbara Show too!!

Thanks again to Dave for all the images; |
hope you all are enjoying seeing them as much
as | am. Remember the Dance Card — you'll get
a great reward!! In upcoming months, your
work as a photographer will count towards the
2009 Dance Card, and in addition, your photos
and thoughts become a valuable part of the
tradition of the SCVOShelping people become

better growers.
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In an effort to at the same time save some
money and give you all another opportunity to
get more plants, we've decided to have two
auctions this year. And even one in the middle
of the blooming season (or alternately one that
happens when people are dividing Cymbidiums
and are anxious to get rid of some of them!!).
SO bring your plants, bring your friends, bring
extra divisions of things to the auction, make a
buck and bring some new things home with
you!! An update of auction rules and regulations
will follow next month, but be sure to get the
(sterilized) blade out early and do a little
dividing. Maybe things aren’t doing as well as
you'd like in your conditions. Maybe plants
grow so well you have too much of
them...whatever the reason bring your extra
divisions to the auction and make a little
money!! We might even have some special
plants donated by some special people...hmm |
wonder what that might mean...In addition,
Dennis Olivas, auctioneer extraordinaire has
tentatively agreed to take the top billing slot,
with Jeff Trimble filling in when Dennis loses
his voice from laughing too damn much. In any
event, it should be fun...so come support your
society!!
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e have before us interestingly enough a very

busy SCVOS-time with two big events in the
next two months. Firstly, the SCVOS Member
Greenhouse Tour will occur on Saturday th& 25
of April, with much more information about
where to go and who will be there listed below
in the flier for your convenience. This is a great
experience and will allow you to learn how the
experts do it — see some beautiful plants but
even better see how they're grown. | mentioned
during my presentation last month that the
“feeling” of an environment — the light, the
humidity, the temperature, is a good way to
determine if your plants will be happy there. By
going to some of these open greenhouses, you'll
begin to understand what exactly that feeling
means. In addition, you can drive by with some
friends, meet more members of the society and
learn to be a better grower!!

(n addition, we have the SCVOS-sponsored

Holiday Inn Express Exhibition coming up in
late May. Next month’s newsletter will have a
much more complete scoop on this event, but
put it on your calendars now — it will be held
May 29-3f" at the Airport Holiday Inn Express.
Some of the very best vendors in the state (and
from Japan!!) will be present with some
spectacular plants at rock — bottom prices.
There’s always a big component of SCVOS-type
people there as well. Kate and | are planning on
being there the entire time, and the society’s
sponsoring a membership booth and raffle at the
event. So you can volunteer, you can show, you
can bring friends, you can make new ones; this
is maybe the single best place to meet vendors in
a small setting...you’ll get plenty of one-on-one
time with them to discuss orchid growing
problems or what the next best cross will be or
how to best display orchids in a show or how
much of a break you can get in price...anything
you want!! What a great opportunity!! Thanks
Bruce for organizing this event, and remember
there’s much more info to come for both of these
in newsletters next month and in May. See you
there!




An interesting new project from the OCA:

Ecuador is home to more than 4000 unique
plant species found nowhere else in the world;
many of these are threatened by the rapid
deforestation taking place here. In July 2005 a
group of concerned Ecuadorian and international
scientists and conservationists started a
foundation to do something to save these plants
and the other threatened organisms of Ecuador's
forests. This group, called Ecominga, intends to
efficiently preserve biodiversity by a mixture of
innovative and traditional approaches to protect
strategic centers of endemism in Ecuador. We
also intend to work with local communities and
international tourists to raise awareness about
the value of Ecuador's biodiversity.

Ouir first proposal is to protect the rich flora
and fauna of the Upper Pastaza Watershed,
home of many endemic plants, especially
orchids. The main focus at this time is on the
slopes of the Cordillera Abitagua, first explored
by the great Scottish botanist Richard Spruce,
and still an endless source of new discoveries.
This area includes the Rio Zufiac watershed, on
the western slopes of the Cordillera Abitagua,
and the very rich low-elevation cloud forest near
the town of Mera (Rio Anzu canyon) on the
eastern slopes of the Cordillera Abitagua. This
area was declared a "Gift to the Earth" by World
Wildlife Fund and contains over 100 species of
plants not found anywhere else in the world. It
also contains Spectacled Bears, Mountain
Tapirs, and enormous bird diversity.

We need you to help us develop reasonable
alternatives to this senseless destruction. In the
Mera area and in the Rio Zufiac watershed we
urgently need to buy forests while they are still
available. Donations for this purpose are
urgently needed. Donate to this cause at

or at the

Remember, for much more information abou
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheet |,
contact information, previous newsletters, an:
lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the
website:

santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm

The SCVOS:
Helping You to Become a Better Grower

& "45"+ Napa Valley Orchid Society Show
Senior Activity Center,
1500 Jefferson St., Napa.
Contact: Fredia Lloyd
(707) 224-6233

Sacramento Orchid Soc. Show
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
6151 H Street, Sacramento
Contact: Sacr. OS

(916) 489-3263

See Flier Below!!

Gold Coast Cymbidium Soc. Show
San Mateo Garden Center,

605 Parkside Way, San Mateo
Contact: Audrey Young-Tarter
(408) 741-2882

See Flier Below!!

SCVOS Member Greenhouse Tour
Contact: Doug Pulley

(408) 356-8435

See Flier Below!!

OSC Mother’s Day Show and Sale
Lakeside Garden Center,

666 Bellevue Drive, Oakland.
Contact: OSC website

& 45#+

See Flier Below!!

Holiday Inn Express Exhibition
SJ Airport Holiday Inn Express
1350 N. Fourth St., San Jose
Contact: Bruce Davidson
(800) 731-9995

See Flier Below!!
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The April board meeting will be held at the
Airport Holiday Inn Express on April i5at
7:30 pm. For more information, directions, or if
you'd like to make an announcement, please
contact Bruce by phone at (408) 623-0413 or by
email at !

, he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a
non-profit organization that meets the first
Wednesday of each month at the American
Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the
Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose,
California. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM. The
skill session starts at about 7:00 PM.

Officers for 2009

Bruce Davidson, President (408) 623-0413

Tim Culbertson, Vice President (301) 641-2556

Sylvia Grossman, Secretary (408) 266-6922

Marvin Bell, Treasurer (408) 229-2747

Kristina Bell, Past President (408) 229-2747

Directors for 2009

Kate Culbertson (301) 356-4041

Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
Eanghak Quach (408) 629-3794
Dave Woodfill (408) 248-5983

Peter Brown (510) 755-3654

Ann Stuart (408) 267-3397

Dawn McPhee (408) 375-1345

2009 Auction Chair

Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573

Membership

Peter Brown (510) 755-3654

Website:

Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556

Member Database

Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573

Newsletter

Tim Culbertson, Editor (301) 641-2556

Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing (408) 248-5983

Publicity

Susan Wiedmann

Library

Marie Lofton (408) 629-0264

Plant Opportunity Tickets
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill (408) 248-5983

Kitchen Crew
Conrad Kumata

Liz Gehrig (408) 363-6901

2009 Show and Sale
Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair (301) 641-2556

Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair (408) 629-3794

2009 Bus Tour

Kristina Bell (408) 229-2747
2009 Greenhouse Tour
Doug Pulley (408) 354-1412
2009 Holiday Party
Kristina Bell (408) 229-2747

AOS / ODC Representative
Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556
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From the
Images are property of the AOS and should not pedeiced

Bulbophyllum mandibulare ‘Hatsumomo'
species

HCC 77

Exhibited by Jeff Tyler

Awarded March 4 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting

Paphiopedilum Saint Low 'Sandwolf Dallas’
(Paph. Saint Swithin x Paph. lowii)

HCC 77

Exhibited by Bill Sanders

Awarded March 4 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting

Sarcochilus parviflorus 'Jocelyn’

species

CBR (prov)

Exhibited by James Morris

Awarded March 4 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting




Cymbidium Kelly's Winter ‘Golden Sovereign'
(Cym. Winter Wonder x Cym. Lois Kelly)
HCC 76
Exhibited by Ken Jacobsen
Awarded March 3 2009 at SFOS Meeting
Dendrobium chrysopterum ‘Hanging Gardens'
species
HCC 77
Exhibited by Hanging Gardens
Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Odontioda unregistered hybrid 'no clonal yet' Dendrobium papilio 'Vistamont'
(Oda. Shelley x Oda. Wally Curry) species

HCC 79 (prov) AM 82

Exhibited by Steve Beckendorf Exhibited by Cynthia Hill

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo




Dendrobium sanderae var. major 'Vistamont'
species

CCE 92 & AM 82

Exhibited by Cynthia Hill

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Paphiopedilum delenatii 'Golden Gate'
species

AM 84

Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Paph. liemianum 'Magnificent Obsession’
species

AM 82

Exhibited by Terry and Margaret Boomer
Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo




Pleurothallis mirabilis 'no clonal yet'

species

CCE 92

Exhibited by Steve Beckendorf

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Wilsonara Hilda Plumtree 'Golden Gate'
(Odcdm. Tiger Butter x Oda. Remembrance)
HCC 78

Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Pterostylis erecta 'Watagans'

species

CCE 91

Exhibited by Anna Chai

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Cymbidium Mini Sarah 'Pearl Falls'

(Cym. Sarah Jean x Cym. Sleeping Beauty)
CCM 84

Exhibited by Thu Ba

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo




Masdevallia Samantha Kha 'no clonal yet'
(Masd. ignea x Masd. Chinese New Year)

AM 82

Exhibited by unknown

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Cymbidium unregistered hybrid 'x*

(Cym. Pepperpuss x Cym. Touchstone)

HCC 78 (prov)

Exhibited by Thu Ba

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Slc. Seagull's Apricot 'Cupid'

(Soph. coccinea x Slc. California Apricot)

AM 81

Exhibited by Japheth Ko

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Slc. unnamed hybrid 'Sierra Orange'

(Slc. Vallezac x Slc. Beaufort)

HCC 78 (prov)

Exhibited by Japheth Ko

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo




AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows
Hall in Sacramento in association with the
Sacramento Orchid Society meeting.

AOS Pacific Central Judging occurs on the first
Tuesday of the month at the County Fair
Building in Golden Gate Park in association
with the SFOS meeting, and on the third
Wednesday of the month at the Lake Merritt
Garden Center in Oakland in association with
the OSC meeting.

Vuylstekeara Charlotte Walker '‘Golden Gate'

(Vuyl. Mem. Mary Kavanaugh x Odm. Durham

Pursuit)

AM 80

Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids

Awarded March 5 2009 at Pacific Orchid Expo

Paphiopedilum Julius 'Sandwolf'

(Paph. lowii x Paph. rothschildianum)

FCC 92

Exhibited by Bill Sanders

Awarded March 4 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting




Pterostylis curta 'Keun Hee'

species

CCE91 & HCC 76

Exhibited by Anna S. Chai

Awarded March 3 2009 at SFOS Meeting




Saturday April 25, 2009 9:00 a.m-2:00 p.m

Public Invited!
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Doug Pulley, 245 Vista Del Monte, Los Gatos, 408-859.412

Doug grows and breeds many indoor and outdoor @schClosing Greenhouse next yed#drchids for sale
including Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, Lady Slippers,nBiapeas, Ghost Orchids, and many awarded species.

Bud Segraves, 115 LuRay Drive (off Blossom Hill Rah Los Gatos, 408-356-8435
Bud grows all kinds of orchids, has used his ergying expertise in greenhouse features.
Orchids for sale—Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Cymbidiarmd many others.

Eanghak Quach, 459 Savstrom Way, San Jose 951118481 6-4320
Eanghak specializes in unusual cymbidiums and autdichids.
Cymbidiums, Cattleyas and other outdoor Orchidséde. Special prices! Open until 5:00.

Angelic Nguyen, 1361 Plum Street (near Alimaden & Aha) San Jose 95110, 408-476-7153
Angelic loves big Cattleyas, Vandas and Australd@mdrobiums. For sale—Cattleyas, Vandas, Cymbidjum
Dendrobiums, Laelias—cool to warm Species & Hyhr{dpen until 5:00.

Tanya Lam, 2096 Mandelay Place (off Yerba Buena) SaJose 95138, 826-1101
Tanya has a collection of many long-lasting anddent blooming orchids.
Orchids and lots of orchid-growing supplies foresaDpen until 5:00pm.

Al & Doris Testa, 3257 Fowler Avenue, Santa Clara®™051, 408-243-7788
The Testas have grown orchids for over 30 yearsaahtiave some for sale for the tour.
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The following advertisers help support our orchiadisty, and you should help support them!!

If you have a business, or know someone who walkiltb contribute an advertisement which woul
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you haeechance to interact with on a monthly basi:,
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertson,

Advertising donation rates are as follows:

Y4 Page $5.00 Donation Monthly
Y% Page $10.00 Donation Monthly
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly






