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(please note that links in electronic copies are functional 

                              C. labiata ‘Tamaras’ AM/AOS 
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��� � n November 4th, Francisco Miranda of 

Miranda Orchids  will speak to us on Brazilian 
Cattleyas.  So many different species live in this 
area, and many are very good candidates for life 
in the Bay Area.  Some, like Cattleya bicolor, 
could probably thrive outdoors provided 
protection from winter rain.  We’ll get to see 
these spectacular plants in situ – there is perhaps 
no better way.  Francisco is a Laelia taxonomist 
who also owns a nursery in Rio De Janiero, 
occasionally bringing rare species catts to the 
US.  It’s such a rare  opportunity to have a 
trained taxonomist with specialty in plants that 
he actually grow- this should be a wonderful 
chance to hear about some of the recent 
taxonomic changes in this group as well as to  
understand better how to grow them.  Just look 
at some of these images, all from the Miranda 
Orchids website.  

Francisco will be providing the opportunity 
table, full of rare color forms of choice line-bred 
Brazilian cattleyas.  Don’t miss this opportunity 
to get some great species!! See you there!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above, Laelia pumila ‘Marcello Miranda’ 
HCC/AOS; light color but great form.  Awarded 
this year at the Tamiami Show.  Below is a batch 
of Cattleya intermedia.  Can you imagine what 
you could find selecting special clones out of 
such a batch of plants?  What a great opportunity 
to find choice examples of a species.   
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'''' elcome to the following new members for 
2009: Jay Rose, Kevin & Katie Lindsey, and 
Natalie Bo.  Thanks for joining us!! 
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(((( f you are not getting your newsletter via email, 
please be sure to give your currently correct 
address to Ed Nazzal, paphman@gmail.com.   
 

)))) ll plants brought for sale by members must be 
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in even 
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price 
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before 
you leave. We rely on the honor system.  Thank 
you to those abiding by this rule; those who are 
not will have plant sales privileges revoked. 
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��,  All members 
with last names starting with Q, R, and S please 
bring in refreshments for September.  Feel free 
to bring refreshments any month you’d like as 
well. Bring food – it makes the meeting so much 
more fun!!   
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As you know we meet at the American Legion 
Hall which is where our Vets gather.  They  
allow us to rent the hall for only $75.00 per 
month. They are holding a blanket drive for 
Sacred Heart Church on Nov. 7th.  Since we will 
be there three days prior I thought we could help 
out. Any blankets you could bring to our 
November meeting would be greatly 
appreciated. We will give one free raffle ticket 
for any participants. 
 
When Nick Tannaci spoke to us two years ago, 
he gave out a number of little paph seedlings.  
How’s yours doing?  Is it alive?  Has it 
flowered?  Send in your pix or bring your plant 
to the meeting and we can have a look at it and 
see how it’s doing.  This might just be the start 
of a new competition…We will try to get some 
various seedlings in the near future and we can 
see who can flower them fastest?  Suggestions?  
Email me!! 

 

'''' ell this month was just fantastic in terms of 
photos.  Wow…ask and you shall receive, hunh.  
Almost 40 pictures were submitted this month, 
and after having asked for so many months now 
to have lots of them, now I finally do.  
Consequently, I’m going to show them all and 
talk less.  Pictures are better anyways. Hats off 
to those of you who did send in images, 
including Rachel Pace, Matt Bond, Jay Rose, 
Peter Brown, Sylvia Grossman and Ann 
Stuart.   Remember that submitting images can 
fulfill one of the items on the Dance Card.  It’s 
going to be quite a challenge to decide what to 
include on the website.  I guess this is almost the 
end of the year, so I can just fill it up!  Thanks so 
much for your images – everyone else where are 
yours!!  If you didn’t do the Dance Card this 
year, there’s always the 2010 version to 
consider!!  Please remember to turn in your 
Dance Cards at the Holiday Dinner on the 5th of 
December for your reward.  See you there!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dendrobium amabile, a lowland species from 
Vietnam; photo by Peter Brown.  Peter 
purchased this at Maplethorpe Orchids in Soquel 
for $5.  Yes that’s right.  Maybe you want to 
come down some Sunday and do some 
shopping?  I hope so – winter’s coming and we 
need to move dome stuff out of the greenhouse, 
which will be done most inexpensively.  There’s 
lots of species, lots of hybrids, lots of big plants 
in big pots that need new homes.  Also, there’s 
tons of Cymbidiums, and they’ll be cheap too!! 
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While we’re on the subject of Dendrobiums, this 
is Den. helix, a very large (6 feet tall!!) species 
from hot climates in New Guinea; photo by Ann 
Stuart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Den. convolutum, from Papua and New Guinea, 
is a warm-growing lowland epiphyte typically 
flowering in the late spring to summer, although 
this was in flower and was purchased at the 
auction in September.  Lots of good deals there; 
many of the images to come are from plants 
picked up there.  We’ll have two auctions again t 
his year, so come on out for some great deals on 
wonderful species.  This plant came from Ann 
Stuart, and its photo was taken by Rachel Pace.  
Thanks!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Den. glomeratum, a warm- to intermediate-
growing species from the Moluccas Islands; 
photo by Rachel Pace of a plant donated by Ann 
Stuart at the auction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Den. Stephen Batchelor is a cross of alexandrae 
x johnsoniae, both of which are warm-growing 
Latouria-type dens from New Guinea.  Photo by 
Rachel Pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sobralia Raymond, violacea x powellii, a 
beautiful but ephemeral hybrid; photo by Rachel 
Pace. 
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Encyclia cochleata is one of few tropical orchids 
found in Florida, and occurs as well throughout 
the Caribbean, Central, and northern South 
America.  It’s been reclassified to Anacheilum 
due to its non-resupinate flowers (look it up!!).  
Photo by Ann Stuart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cattleya aclandiae is considered one of the most 
difficult Cattleyas to grow on account of its 
complex requirements for watering. Best grown 
on a bark slab, this Brazilian species enjoys 
quite dry conditions and requires water to drain 
quickly from the roots.  This beautiful clone, 
grown and photographed by Matt  Bond, shows 
the typical two flowers per inflorescence on a 
plant sometimes smaller than the flowers.  This 
species has had an interesting breeding history – 
it makes plants smaller, but the spots are 
recessive and it breeds solid colors sometimes 
even when crossed  to spotted flowers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cattleya Summer Spots ‘Carmela’ is a cross of 
Summer Stars and aclandiae (I said it sometimes 
makes solid colors!!), and blooms in the summer 
when most of these spotted catts do.  This is a 
beautiful, easy growing grex with  none of the 
complexities of culture of its aclandiae parent.  
Highly recommended!!   Photo by Matt Bond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bl. Yellow Bird is a cross of Brassavola nodosa 
with Bl. Richard Mueller (B. nodosa x L. 
milleri).  It’s mostly (75%) B. nodosa, which 
accounts for the terete leaves and overall nodosa 
shape to the flowers.  Its parentage also accounts 
for the fast growth habit and extreme 
floriferousness of this hybrid.  Quite a spectacle 
given hot temperature, very high light, and lots 
of time to dry out between watering.  It’s 
interesting that the bright orange Laelia milleri 
(the other 25% of this hybrid) contributes very 
little to the color of Bl. Yellow Bird.  Usually it 
contributes a small amount of speckling in the 
flowers and makes the buds a deep red color, but 
the overall color, growth habit, and cultural 
conditions are all just like B. nodosa.  Photo by 
Matt Bond.  Well grown, Matt!! 
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And here’s a straight Brassavola for those 
wondering.  This is B. cucullata, a species 
ranging from Mexico to northern South 
America.  Photo by Rachel Pace of an auction 
plant donated by Doug Pulley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A beautiful no-ID white cattleya from Sylvia 
Grossman – maybe C. Bob Betts? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes mericloning doesn’t always get you 
the same thing.  This is a mericlone mutation of 
the popular Slc. Hazel Boyd ‘Elizabeth’.  It’s 
called sub-variety ‘Debbie’ and has an AM from 
the AOS.  Stunning color and well-bloomed for 
a Hazel Boyd; photo by Matt Bond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laelia pumila is a miniature species from Brazil 
which can take outdoor conditions  in San Jose.  
This specimen (in a 6” basket) shows what you 
can expect – rampant growth under good 
conditions, although the flowers in some clones 
are much flatter and darker.  Photo by Matt 
Bond  
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Slc. Paprika ‘Black Magic’ AM/AOS is a cross 
of Lc. Orange Gem and the immensely famous 
Slc. Anzac, first registered by Charlesworth in 
England in 1921.  Anzac was one of the first 
“red” cattleyas,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cattleya Henrietta Japhet, perhaps the most 
famous of the bifoliate x big white “cocktail 
cattleyas”,  is a cross of  C. loddigesii alba and 
C. Eucharis.  This trend towards crossing 
bifoliates to big whites was an attempt by the 
cut-flower industry to make whites of slightly 
smaller size but much better substance (and 
consequently  lasting quality), and more of them 
on an  inflorescence.  Most big whites have 2-3 
flowers, and most of  these have upwards of 4 – 
much easier to harvest and many more corsages 
per plant.  An interesting idea – it’s cool to still 
see some grown.  Photo by Matt Bond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An interesting view of Dendrochilum magnum – 
the individual flowers.  Most of us only see the 
long chains of dendrochilum flowers, but the 
individual flowers are beautiful as well.  
Dendrochilum magnum is the largest in the 
genus, growing quickly to specimen size with 
foot-long inflorescences with hundreds of 
flowers.  This will  be among the options of free 
plants for attending the Holiday Dinner this 
year…Photo by Rachel Pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miltoniopsis Zorro, a beautiful complex yellow, 
grown and photographed by Rachel Pace. 
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Ionocidium Popcorn ‘Misty Pink’ is a common 
mericlone from Matsui.  It’s a delightful primary 
cross of Oncidium cimiciferum and Ionopsis 
utriculariodes that changes color as the flower 
ages; it begins as a yellow and gradually fades to 
pink over time.  What a beautiful cross!!  Photo 
by Ann Stuart.  Mine never gets any bigger… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not something we see very often is Renanetia 
Sunrise.  Renanthera crosses are pretty rare 
outside of Asia lowlands, where they’re grown 
in full sun as a cut flower row crop.  Leave it to 
Ann to try to grown one of these (eventual) 
monsters.  I had to look this one up – it’s a cross 
of Neofinetia falcata by Ren. imschootiana.  
What an interesting concept -  maybe this one 
won’t get too big!!  I guess I can see the 
Neofinetia in it but  wouldn’t it have been even 
cooler if they had used one of those red Neos in 
the grex instead?  I wonder if it wants heat or 
cool?  Such different parents!   Thanks Ann!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bulbophyllum crosses sure are weird.  I’m not 
sure who would make them in the first place, but 
whatever…this is the cross of Bulbo. 
echinolabium x Bulbo. sulawesi.  To me it looks 
like an echinolabium.  Whatever.  I bet it still 
smells like poo.  �  Thanks to Jay Rose for the 
photo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow look at that picture.  A beautiful Maudiae-
type paph, this is the cross of (Makuli x curtisii) 
x Maudiae, which curiously enough is 
unregistered despite all the parents having been 
around for ages.  Beautiful form, amazing color, 
beautiful gloss; what more could you ask for in 
an orchid!  Maybe that’s why really old clones 
of Paph. Maudiae (and closely related things like 
Clair de Lune and Alma Gavaert) are still grown 
to this day.  I have Maudiae ‘The Queen’ 
(awarded in the 1920s) and ‘Magnificum’ 
(awarded at the turn of the century) – I bet some 
of you do too!!  Thanks  to Jay Rose for the pic. 
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Paph. Doll’s Kobold (check that spelling) is a 
primary cross of henryanum and charlesworthii, 
and displays probably the best feature of them 
both: very compact growth form.  Unfortunately, 
charlesworthii is incredibly dominant for color, 
and it’s ugly muddy petals seem to always come 
through in its progeny.  Oh well – it’s still 
adorable, and can get to quite a specimen size in 
a 4” pot.  This particular grex comes from the 
Orchid Zone, and as such used pretty great 
parents, although probably larger parents; 
occasionally people specifically trying to breed 
for “teacup paphs” use very diminutive clones of 
these species and the resulting offspring are truly 
tiny.  Does that appeal to you?  I just don’t see it 
at all, but I’m sure there’s lots of people out 
there with limited space that would love to have 
a specimen plant in a tiny place.  In addition, the 
new Paph. helenae (which is just now becoming 
legal in the US) is mature at just 4” leafspan 
across the entire plant; the flower is the size of a  
quarter (see awards section for a picture) – think 
of the breeding potential of that one!!  Thanks to 
Ann Stuart for the image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paph. primulinum is a sequential-flowering 
species from a wide distribution through SE 
Asia.  The sequential habit sometimes allows 
these plants to be in flower  for years at a time, 
as new growths mature and subsequently bloom 
as well – that would make a great specimen as 
well!!  Thanks to Ann Stuart for the image. 
 

Well, again thanks so much for all your 
images.  Doesn’t it make the newsletter so much 
more interesting to read!!  I really appreciate all 
the time and effort you’ve taken to submit these 
beautiful photos, and I already have some for 
next month, including one of the most 
interesting and unique orchid images I’ve ever 
seen.  Please consider contributing as well!! 
We’re coming up to the time of year when many 
plants are blooming; let’s make these next 
newsletters amazing and full of your fantastic 
images.  Feel free to send me your opinions of 
your plants as well.  Your photos and thoughts 
submitted to me or Ed Nazzal become a valuable 
part of the tradition of the SCVOS: helping 
people become better growers.  
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Drop by the Three Flames in Willow Glen for 
the Annual SCVOS Holiday Party. Included in 
the price of admission is a wonderful meal, a 
chance to talk with friends this holiday season, 
and a plant raffle. Be sure to get in on this 
excellent opportunity to see your friends! Also, 
those of you who’ve completed the Dance Card 
will get your just desserts and then some...  See 
flier below for more details!! 
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6666 ots of great stuff is coming up – try to 

make it to some of the events on the calendar – 
they’re well in advance and should be easy to 
plan for.  Jay Rose and I went to the Diablo 
View Show and enjoyed a small but well-
apportioned show; lots of great plants including 
a number of beautiful pleurothallids.  We 
awarded several – see below!  I was particularly 
impressed with a hybrid of Laelia lucasianam 
which maintained the rupicolous growth habit 
and flower-to-plant ratio.  Jay took some photos, 
which will appear in next month’s newsletter.  It 
was a great show – I hope a few others went as 
well….   

Show season continues in November, so 
really soon (the 6th and 7th) is the Orchid Society 
of California Show and Sale in Oakland.  If you 
haven’t yet filled out your Dance Card category: 
“Attend two orchid shows held by societies 
other than Santa Barbara and San Francisco”, 
well, there you go, and in time for the end of the 
Dance Card for 2009.  This show heralds the 
beginning of the season, and is quite large and 
full of plants not typically seen during the spring 
show season.  This show includes some very 
nice displays, and a number of vendor sales 
booths, so try to go get some new plants before 
it gets too cold!!  To make this long story short, 
try to attend this show, as its being at such a 
weird time of year allows one to see lots of 
species you don’t usually see at shows.  And of 
course, the more you see the more you learn!! 

Also of note on the calendar shortly are the 
Peninsula Orchid Society Show and Sale in 
Redwood City coming up in January, the Pacific 
Orchid Exposition sponsored by the San 

Francisco Orchid Society at the end of February 
March, and the Santa Barbara Orchid Fair in 
March.  Keep those in mind – each of them 
counts towards the 2010 Dance Card. 

Along those lines, it’s Party Time!!!   Get 
your tickets now for the December SCVOS 
Holiday Party!!  Tickets for our Annual Party at 
the Three Flames on December 5th will be 
available at the November meeting and by 
contacting Kristina Bell (see flier below). This 
is a well attended event where you get to 
socialize be loud and boisterous and get lots of 
plants. You will receive an orchid for just 
showing up.  There will be a generous raffle 
with less competition than a meeting, and way 
more plants.  Last year, everyone who attended 
ended up taking home a box (or two). Ticket 
prices are variable in accordance with the flier 
below, and include appetizers, salad and free 
plants. We will likewise be rewarding all those 
growers who competed in and completed their 
Dance Card for the year.  Our generous donors 
have made this an event to be remembered, and I 
can assure you that if you attend the Holiday 
Party to receive it, you’ll be quite pleased at 
your reward.  We’ve contacted several nurseries 
who have been all to o happy to provide some 
great stuff to those of you who took those extra 
steps to advance your orchid hobby (or 
addiction) in the last year.  Please try to make it 
to the party…there are so many reasons that you 
won’t be disappointed!! 

 
Remember, for much more information about 
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheets, 
contact information, previous newsletters, and 
lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the 
website:  
 
santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm 
 
SCVOS is likewise proud to announce its 
financial support of the Online Orchid Species 
Encyclopedia, created and run by Jay Pfahl.  It is 
perhaps the single most comprehensive online 
tool to research basic information about orchid 
species’ needs.  Check it out at: 
 
orchidspecies.com 
 
The SCVOS:  
Helping You to Become a Better Grower 
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And now some more recent news spillover – 
sorry this got added at the last minute during the 
board meeting and it was so important and 
interesting I thought it prudent to begin 
discussing it now!!  As you know (I hope), our 
SCVOS Show and Sale will be held March 26-
28 at Westgate Mall in San Jose.  New 
prospective board member Sandi Fox had a 
suggestion for improving it that I thought was 
just great.  This year, for the first time since the 
early 1960s, we will have a new Class in the 
show schedule for Orchid Arts .  This can 
include pretty much anything artistic – 
needlepoint, painting, drawing, photography, 
mixed media – anything.  If there’s enough 
interest, we can even split the different arts up 
into more sub-classes and get art judges to judge 
it.  I’m so excited to have this new category; the 
SCVOS used to have a whole branch for artistic 
work, including corsages and arrangements, and 
I’m glad to bring at least a portion of it back.  
Great idea!! 

 

 
 
Project Updates from the OCA: 
Peter Tobias, one of the people in charge of 
OCA, sends the following: 
 
I hate to harp on this topic, but without funds we 

will not be able to do anything. 
 

Despite last year’s economic downturn, the 
OCA budget didn’t do too badly. We ended 2008 
with a balance of $16,600. During the year we 
raised $13,420 and spent $5330. Of that 
expense, $4830 was for printing OCA brochures, 
approximately 18,000 of which were distributed 
in the AOS magazine Orchids.  I wish I could 
say that this effort netted substantial income for 
the OCA, but it did not.  A similar effort in the 
Orchid Digest the year before did much better. 
Thus, we have raised the $15,000 that is needed 
to fund our first priority project, the 

geobotanical analysis of locations in Ecuador 
that will define where new orchid-focused 
reserves should be developed.  This analysis is 
exactly the kind of work that Claudio Fraga has 
been doing in Brazil and will provide the map 
for our future efforts in Ecuador.  In the United 
States, I made a tour through several California 
orchid societies at the end of last summer, and it 
was very heartening to see so many people 
interested in orchid conservation.  More than 
thirty new individuals and several societies 
signed on as OCA members.  Currently, we have 
over 230 individual members and an impressive 
list of member orchid societies.  We have had 
several fundraising events this year, and more 
are planned.  The most profitable was the trip to 
Ecuador, which raised $4665 from the 
participants.  The directors who went on the trip, 
like me, all paid their own expenses, as they 
have on past trips.  Earlier, from the Santa 
Clara Valley Orchid Show, we received $920, 
part in cash from the Santa Clara Valley Orchid 
Society and several individuals and part from the 
sale of plants donated by vendors at the SCVOS 
show.  Thanks to Tom Perlite (Golden Gate 
Orchids) for seeing to the auction of those plants 
at a meeting of the San Francisco Orchid Society 
and to the donating vendors, Cal-Orchids Bruce 
Rogers, Andy’s Orchids, and Golden Gate 
Orchids.  Very recently, I attended the Santa 
Barbara International Orchid Fair at the 
invitation of the Santa Barbara Orchid Estate. 
That weekend netted $370 and probably a 
volunteer to work in Ecuador for six months 
with either Ceiba Foundation or Fundación 
EcoMinga.   In the very near future, we will 
have a page on the web site where orchid related 
art work and other items will be for sale, 
including a wonderful new book on the 
mountains of the Atlantic Rain Forest near Rio 
de Janeiro. The OCA will be the sole US 
distributor for this book. I’m hoping that our 
alliance will prosper from these events. 

 
So what can you do to help?  As your 

website editor and someone who enjoys looking 
at stuff online immensely, I encourage you to 
check out OCA’s website and see if any of the 
projects really appeal to you.  Maybe it’s time 
you add you name to the list of donors.   To find 
out how to help, please visit 
orchidconservationcoalition.org for more details. 
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There are five things common to all orchid 

flowers: 1.) a bilateral flower symmetry; 2.) the 
column; 3.) the rostellum; 4.) two or more 
pollinia; and 5.) the labellum. 

 Modern botanical terms describe the 
orchid flower symmetry as zygomorphic or 
irregular. It simply means that there is unique 
line of symmetry that when the flower is divided 
vertically in half, each half is a mirror image of 
the other. That is the same exact symmetry 
humans have. 

 The reproductive system of the orchid 
flower is pretty specialized. Unlike other flowers 
where the male and female parts are distinctly 
apart, the orchid flower’s male and female parts 
are on the same structure called the column. It is 
right in the middle of the flower inside the 
labellum. 

 The labellum, or the lip, is a highly 
modified petal, which can be the showiest or the 
largest part of the orchid flower. The labellum 
appears to serve as a platform for pollinating 
insects. The lip in conjunction with the other 
petals and sepals of the orchid flower form is 
called the corolla. Orchids are so highly evolved 
that scent, color, shape or form of the flower 
suggests the type of pollinating agent they 
attract. Foul smelling orchids imply that flies are 
the responsible pollinators. The Orchis flower 
mimics female bees so that male bees attempt 
copulation, thereby picking up pollen. This 
pollen gets deposited in another flower 
achieving cross pollination as the bee again is 
tricked into mating with another Orchis flower. 

 The pollinia (singular pollinium) are 
small packages containing the pollen. In most 
flowers, the pollen is produced by the stamens 
and rubs off when something comes in contact 
with the flower. Not so with orchids. The 
pollinia are covered by the anther cap. These 
may be connected to a small stem called stipe or 
caudicle. This stem, in turn, may be joined to a 
sticky disk, called the viscidium. The viscidium 
readily attaches and detaches to pollinating 
insects. The pollinia always come in even 
numbers. 

 For some trivia, in the year 2000, a 
piece of amber containing an extinct stingless 
bee was found in the Dominican Republic. The 
bee was carrying prehistoric orchid pollen. 
Dating suggested that orchids emerged 76 to 84 

million years ago, much earlier than first 
estimated. This new knowledge implied that 
toward the end of the dinosaur era, orchids 
started to flourish. 

 The rostellum separates the male part 
from the female part of the orchid flower. This 
structure indicates that orchids favor cross-
pollination rather than self-pollination. The 
rostellum makes sure that pollinia get attached to 
the pollinating agent. Thus, introducing the 
attached pollen to the next orchid flower it visits. 

-Oliver Colmenar 
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!�"�/70,� Orchid Society of California Show 

Lakeside Garden Center,  
666 Bellevue Ave, Oakland. 
Contact: Mary Lou Smith 
MLRLS@aol.com 
See Flier Below!! 

!�"�#17#�,� OS of Santa Barbara Show 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History, 2559 Puesta del Sol. 
Contact: Don Brown 
don@chubrown.com 

3

��,� SCVOS Holiday Party 
 Three Flames Restaurant 
 1547 Meridian, San Jose. 

Contact: Kristina Bell 
kbellwolf1@sbcglobal.net 
See Flier Below!! 

8���#-7#.,� Peninsula Orchid Society Show 
1400 Roosevelt Ave, Redwood City. 
Contact:  Peninsula Orchid Society 
penorchidsoc@yahoo.com 

2
��#/7#1,� Pacific Orchid Expo from SFOS 
Fort Mason Center, San Francisco 
Contact: SFOS 
orchidsanfrancisco.org 
See Flier Below!! 
  

�
�
&���#/7#1,�� SCVOS Annual Show and Sale 

Westgate Mall,  
1600 Saratoga Ave, San Jose 
Contact:  Tim Culbertson 
twculber@hotmail.com 
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The November board meeting will not occur, 
replaced by the December business meeting.  
For more information, directions, or if you’d like 
to make an announcement, please contact Bruce 
by phone at (408) 623-0413 or by email at. 
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net. 
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9 he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a 
non-profit organization that meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at the American 
Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the 
Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose, 
California.  The meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  The 
skill session starts at about 7:00 PM. 
 

Officers for 2009 
Bruce Davidson, President   (408) 623-0413 
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net 
Tim Culbertson, Vice President (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Sylvia Grossman, Secretary  (408) 266-6922 
sylviagro@gmail.com 
Marvin Bell, Treasurer  (408) 229-2747 
marvskis@aol.com 
Kristina Bell, Past President  (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf1@sbcglobal.net 

Directors for 2009 
Kate Culbertson   (301) 356-4041 
kmackey@stanford.edu 
Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 
Eanghak Quach   (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 
Dave Woodfill   (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 
Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
Ann Stuart    (408) 267-3397  
annystuart@yahoo.com 
Dawn McPhee    (408) 375-1345  
dmcphee@mofo.com 

2009 Auction Chair 
Ed Nazzal  (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 

Membership 
Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
 Website: santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org 
Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 

Member Database 
Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com�
 

Newsletter 
Tim Culbertson, Editor  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.net 

Publicity 
Susan Wiedmann    
Hmgbird@pacbell.net 

Library 
Marie Lofton   (408) 629-0264 
smlofton@pacbell.net 

Plant Opportunity Tickets 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill  (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 

Kitchen Crew 
Conrad Kumata 
ckk1boater@aol.com 
Liz Gehrig    (408) 363-6901 
eagehrig@aol.com 

2009 Show and Sale 
Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair  (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 

2009 Bus Tour 
Kristina Bell    (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf@aol.com 

2009 Greenhouse Tour 
Doug Pulley   (408) 354-1412 
dpulley1@comcast.net 

2009 Holiday Party 
Kristina Bell   (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf1@sbcglobal.net 

AOS / ODC Representative 
Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
 
Metal Halide Light for Sale: 
Sylvia Grossman has a Hydrofarm Growlight, 
400 watt Metal Halide (120V, 40A) which will 
fit into a conventional plug and is suitable for 
hanging from the ceiling.  She’s interested in a 
best offer for it, and hopes it will help someone 
grow cattleyas as well as she did. 

 
 
Another great opportunity to get a fantastic 
orchid device at a great price.  Contact Sylvia 
for more details: (408) 266-6922.����



 

�-�

*


���)���) ���*


���)���) ���*


���)���) ���*


���)���) ���� ��� ����
From the AOS Pacific Central Judging Center 
Images are property of the AOS and should not be reproduced 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Habenaria radiata 'Pope John Paul II' 
species 
AM 81 
Exhibited by Anna S. Chai 
Awarded September 21 2009 at OSC Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bulbophyllum virescens 'Joan' 
species 
HCC 78 
Exhibited by Howard Gunn 
Awarded October 3 2009 at Sacr. Forum Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dendrobium dearei 'Jocelyn' 
species 
AM 83 
Exhibited by James Morris 
Awarded October 3 2009 at Sacr. Forum Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Odontoglossum nobile 'Sheila' 
species 
AM 80 
Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids 
Awarded October 3 2009 at Sacr. Forum Show 
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Paphiopedilum Dire Wolf 'Semillion' 
(Paph. Hsinying Dragon x Paph. Pat Rowland) 
AM 83 
Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky 
Awarded October 3 2009 at Sacr. Forum Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerangis luteo-alba v. rhodosticta 'Sierra Snow' 
species 
AM 81 
Exhibited by Gold Country Orchids 
Awarded October 7 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paphiopedilum sukhakulii var. album 'Verdejo' 
species 
AM 81 
Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky 
Awarded October 3 2009 at Sacr. Forum Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paphiopedilum helenae 'Gewurztraminer' 
species 
AM 85 
Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky 
Awarded October 7 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting 
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Aerangis cryptodon 'Capgunn' 
species 
HCC 76 
Exhibited by Pat and Chuck Gunn 
Awarded October 11 2009 at Fresno Fair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paphiopedilum curtisii 'Sandwolf' 
species 
HCC 76 
Exhibited by Bill Sanders 
Awarded October 11 2009 at Fresno Fair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dracula dalstroemii 'Elena Maria' 
species 
HCC 79 
Exhibited by Ken Cook 
Awarded October 19 2009 at Diablo View Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dracula amaliae 'Hestia' 
species 
HCC 78 
Exhibited by George McRae 
Awarded October 19 2009 at Diablo View Show 
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Masdevallia angulata 'Heather Nicole' 
species 
HCC 77 
Exhibited by Ken Cook 
Awarded October 19 2009 at Diablo View Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paphiopedilum Addicted Phillip ‘Gregory' 
(Paph. adductum x Paph. philippinense) 
AM 81 
Exhibited by Steve Shifflet 
Awarded June 6 2009 at Nat. Cap. Judging 
 
 
 
AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the 
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows 
Hall in Sacramento in association with the 
Sacramento Orchid Society meeting.   
����
AOS Pacific Central Judging occurs on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the County Fair 
Building in Golden Gate Park in association 
with the SFOS meeting, and on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Lake Merritt 
Garden Center in Oakland in association with 
the OSC meeting.   
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[Contact Tim Culbertson with questions at (301) 641-2556 or twculber@hotmail.com] 

By using this card, you will advance as a grower, orchidist, and friend of the society.   
 
Your completed Dance Card will win you recognition and a gift card at our annual Holiday Party, as well as a certificate based on: 

·  Amateur: Completes twelve items in each group in one year. 
·  Intermediate: Holds Amateur status and completes twenty items in each group in one year. 
·  Advanced: Holds Intermediate status and completes twenty-seven items in each group in one year. 

 
Group I: Individual Achievements 
 
1. Present a plant at Show and Tell at least once.   
2. Ask once how someone has grown a show and tell plant. 
3. Go out to dinner with a speaker once during the year. 
4. Purchase opportunity table tickets at 50% of meetings. 
5. Check out or purchase plants for sale at a meeting.  
6. Locate and buy one plant via internet. 
7. Visit two orchid growers within our region 

(e.g. Maplethorpe Orchids, Hanging Gardens). 
8. Visit two orchid growers out of our region  

(e.g. Cal Orchid and SB Orchid Estate).  
9. Attend two society meetings other than the SCVOS  

(e.g. Malihini Society or Peninsula Society). 
10. Attend the Santa Barbara Orchid Show.  
11. Attend the San Francisco Orchid Show.  
12. Attend two orchid shows held by societies other than above.  
13. Determine how to display a plant at a monthly show and tell 

or at the annual show. 
14. Enter a plant in a show other than the SCVOS show. 
15. Attend an AOS orchid judging session.  
16. Enter an orchid for AOS judging. 
17. Subscribe to one orchid journal 

(e.g. Orchid Digest, Orchids, CSA Journal).  
18. Borrow two books from the SCVOS library. 
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19. Purchase two books about orchids.  
20. Learn to take pictures of your orchids and share them in the 

monthly newsletter or submit them to the website.  
21. Take a trip to see orchids in the wild. 
22. Try growing a difficult plant in a different type of pot. 
23. Try modifying a pot to allow for better drainage. 
24. Develop your own potting mixture and pot a few plants in it. 
25. Learn to display your orchids by: 
  Corsage making. 
  Arrangement in a display at a show. 

Arrangement for effect in your home. 
Art (e.g. paint, drawing, sculpture) 

26. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by growing at least two plants of the new genus.  

27. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by reading  three articles or culture sheets about it.  

28. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by presenting a blooming plant of it at show and tell.  

29. Invest $100 in your orchid hobby to increase your skills 
(e.g. fluorescent lights, fertilizers, flasks, or plants). 

30. Make a cross by pollinating an orchid and flasking the seed. 
31. Experiment with different growing environments.  
32. Build a greenhouse or growing area other than a windowsill, 

including indoor light gardens. 
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Page 2 
 
 
Group II: Community Achievements 
 
1. Attend eight monthly meetings.     
2. Wear your name tag at every meeting you attend. 
3. Introduce yourself to a different SCVOS members at each  

meeting and discuss your orchid experience.  
4. Bring a guest to a monthly meeting. 
5. Come to a meeting early to set up at least once annually. 
6. Stay after a meeting to clean up at least once annually. 
7. Bring refreshments to at least two monthly meetings. 
8. Give away one of your extra orchids at a meeting or  

otherwise. 
9. Attend an orchid skill session before a meeting. 
10. Learn how to present your orchids with a slide show. 
11. Suggest an addition to the Dance Card or website. 
12. Share your new found orchid resources at a monthly  

meeting, whether they be practical or internet-based. 
13. Suggest a potential speaker for a monthly meeting. 
14. Help host one out-of-town speaker. 
15. Prepare a skill session on your specialty for a meeting. 
16. Write an illustrated article for the SCVOS newsletter. 
17. Attend two SCVOS-hosted special events 

(e.g. Bus Tour, Greenhouse Tour, or Holiday Dinner). 
18. Ask another member for help solving a persistent problem. 
19. Spend at least four hours during the year helping other  

members solve one of their persistent orchid problems.  
20. Volunteer to help an advanced grower 
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21. Host an orchid event 

(e.g. a barbecue, open house, or board meeting). 
22. Volunteer time, money, or plants to OCA, OCC, Orchid 

Mania, or another non-profit orchid conservation group. 
23. Display a plant in the annual show. 
24. Be a ribbon judge at the SCVOS show. 
25. Win a trophy at the annual show. 
26. Participate in the auction or show by selling five plants. 
27. Participate in the auction or show by purchasing two plants. 
28. Cooperate with one group purchase 

(e.g. group purchase form Carter & Holmes). 
29. Volunteer four hours at a function other than the show 
30. Volunteer 4-8 hours at the SCVOS Show. 
31. Offer to help the SCVOS with some your non-orchid skills 

(e.g. accounting, advertising, or editing). 
32. Spearhead an SCVOS project 

(e.g. organize a group purchase, plan a show caravan). 
33. Represent the SCVOS at a community event.  
34. Attend a board meeting during the year as an observer. 
35. Accept a nomination and serve on the board for the year. 
36. Accept and fulfill a committee assignment for the board. 
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Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society Annual Holiday party 
 
Dinner Choices: 
 
Name:-  ____________________________________                                     
      
   
      Number      Total 
 
3 Flames special steak   ___  X $33      ______ 
 
Chicken Parmesan    ___  X $31      ______ 
 
Tilapia      ___  X $31      ______ 
 
Mostacolli Sun Dried Tomato Pasta ___  X$28       ______ 
 
 
        Total:  $_________ 
 
Please send filled form and a check payable to SCVOS to: 
 
Kristina Bell 
268 Bieber Dr, 
San Jose, CA 95123 
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The following advertisers help support our orchid society, and you should help support them!! 
 

If you have a business, or know someone who would like to contribute an advertisement which would 
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you have the chance to interact with on a monthly basis, 
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertson, at twculber@hotmail.com. 
 
Advertising donation rates are as follows: 
 

¼ Page   $5.00 Donation Monthly 
½ Page  $10.00 Donation Monthly 
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly 
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