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                    C. dowiana ‘King Midas’ HCC/AOS 
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��� � n October 7th, Jim Rose of Cal-Orchid 

will speak to us on a subject that doesn’t get 
much attention in the Bay Area – Lycastes.  Jim 
has been all over the world to see Lycastes, both 
to visit them in their natural habitats in 
Guatemala and Mexico, and to see some of the 
finest line-bred quality plants in Japan, a country 
renowned for their production of huge, beautiful 
plants.  I’ve included several images of some of 
the best and brightest of these new Lycastes 
below – wouldn’t you love to have one (or 
more) in your collection?  Jim will share some 
of these experiences, both in the wilds of Central 
America, and in the wilds of the Tokyo Dome 
show 2009 (see below for the winning Lycaste), 
as well as some cultural information on these 
magnificent plants.  This will be a very rare 
occurrence – no one but Jim can speak on 
Lycastes, and he’s doing this as a favor  for me!!  
In addition, Jim assures me that there will even 
be some on the opportunity table – be sure to 
show up foor this one!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lyc. Shoalhaven, the 2009 Tokyo Dome award 
winner.  Photo by Jim Rose, courtesy of Cal-
Orchid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lyc. skinneri ‘Heat Wave’ HCC/AOS; one of 
Jim’s plants and the background for Lyc. 
skinneri breeding… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lyc. Sunray ‘Gunner’ HCC/AOS, a line-bred 
skinneri hybrid, also from Jim.  Expect to see 
these and more in his presentation this month… 
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%%%%f you are not getting your newsletter via email, 
please be sure to give your currently correct 
address to Ed Nazzal, paphman@gmail.com.   
 

&&&& ll plants brought for sale by members must be 
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in even 
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price 
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before 
you leave. We rely on the honor system.  Thank 
you to those abiding by this rule; those who are 
not will have plant sales privileges revoked. 
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��)  All members 
with last names starting with N, O, and P please 
bring in refreshments for September.  Feel free 
to bring refreshments any month you’d like as 
well. Bring food – it makes the meeting so much 
more fun!!   
 

&&&&gain a little light on pictures this month – I’m 
going to chalk it up to not much being in bloom 
this time of year.  I hope that as the fall 
progresses and things begin to take off you’ll 
have a lot more things to share.  There are some 
wonderful species paphs in flower this time of 
year, including Paph. sukhakulii,  
lawrenceanum, and henryanum (just beginning) 
so hopefully I can overcome my laziness and 
take some pictures as well.  Hats off to those of 
you who did send in images, including Curtis 
Mitchell  who wrote a short article about the first 
plant he ever got (and it’s still alive!! Wow!) 
Remember that submitting images can fulfill one 
of the items on the Dance Card.  We’ll be going 
over the Dance Card in more detail in the 
months to come, and I’ve included lots of info 
about it below, but if you have questions about 
the Dance Card, please ask…they’re due in 
December so don’t delay! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My First Orchid, by Curtis Mitchell  

I never wanted an orchid in the first place.  
But that's how it all began, back in July of 2002 
when an appreciative client of mine sent me one 
of those FTD floral things with all of those curly 
decorative twigs, styrofoam balls on a sticks, 
and a flowering plant in the middle.  I thought 
that it might be an orchid, but really couldn't be 
sure, since I knew nothing about orchids. 

After a couple of weeks, the flowers wilted, 
and I decided to liberate the plant from its 
circus-like surroundings, and take a look at just 
what it was that I had.  To my dismay, I 
discovered that the plant was just stuck in the 
pot with a bunch of wood chips.  I was amazed 
that the poor thing was still alive.  It must have 
just been a weight saving measure or something 
of that sort.  It had a pretty tight rootball, so 
rather than risk damaging the roots, I just put it 
as-is into a larger pot with some nice rich potting 
soil tucked in all around.  Feeling good about 
how I had just rescued this plant, I then put it 
with some other house plants in a North facing 
bay-window.  

I have always liked plants, and have 
maintained a collection of potted plants since I 
was a young child, but never had any interest in 
anything so exotic and mysterious as orchids.  
But regardless, even if that's what it was, I was 
going to take care of it, and just hope for the 
best. 

No it did not die, although it probably 
should have.  Over the next three years it grew, 
sent up a set of aerial roots that made it look as 
if it were really having a bad hair-day, and yes it 
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actually bloomed, well, sort of, on two different 
occasions. 

One day I spotted a very similar looking 
plant at a local nursery, and realized that my 
plant was indeed an orchid.  I decided that I 
should buy a book on growing orchids and learn 
something about them.  Well, it didn't take long 
before I realized that my plant needed "rescuing" 
again. 

Above is a photo of Burrageara Kilauea 
'Volcano Queen' HCC/AOS.  It is currently in 
full bloom with three flower spikes, and this is 
my first orchid. 

Wow – nice article Curtis!!  I know you all 
have a  “first orchid”…does it have a story as 
well?  I’d love to hear them, especially if it 
involves them still being alive (my first orchid, a 
nobile dendrobium given to me as an 11th grade 
graduation gift, died a long time ago… �  ). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is Blc. Showtime Classic, submitted by 
Sylvia Grossman, a beautiful example of a Frank 
Fordyce-style big showy cattleya.  This one 
shows off one of Frank’s favorite breeders, 
Cattleya Horace ‘Maxima’ AM/AOS, which 
imparts the flat, trianae-looking form to these 
blooms.  It appears that not very many people 
grow big cattleyas anymore.  Sylvia and I were 
trying to think of who in our society still enjoys 
these, and we weren’t able to come up with very 
many.  Perhaps there’s people out there who do 
still like these and have the space for them – 
Sylvia grows them under lights, so it’s definitely 
possible to do indoors.  I’d like an email if you 
consider yourself a big cattleya grower – maybe 
we can get you all together to talk best practices 
indoors.  Some societies have a “focus group” 
meeting for various genera in addition to the 
regular meetings…maybe we could try that… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heehee look there’s me not knowing what I’m 
doing!!  In the background is Jeff Trimble 
laughing at me – this was a pretty entertaining 
auction I thought.  He was much better than me 
at getting good prices  for things…I wish I knew 
how to do that better.  In any event, our 
September Auction was a big hit, with over 40 
bidders and almost $2500 raised, ¼ of which 
will go to the society to help fund our yearly 
programs.  What a great helpl to make the year’s 
finances go a little more smoothly.  Big thanks 
as usual to Ed Nazzal and his clerks Conrad 
Kumata and Liz Gehrig and cashiers Peter 
Brown and Oliver Colmenar. And of course 
big thanks to all our auction donors as well – 
over 20 people brought in plants, and we sold a 
total of 283 plants in two hours and a little bit.  
Wow what an event!!   I was pretty pleased with 
the two-auction format this year – how did the 
rest of you feel about it?  Did you like having 
two great opportunities to get plants?  Did you 
like having an increased opportunity to sell some 
stuff?  Let me know – I can relay the message to 
whoever becomes VP for next year… 

So please take some more pictures this 
month and send them in – these sparse months 
are getting boring.  I’d  love more pictures of 
your individual plants for next month, rather 
than just society pix.  Based on what was sold 
and purchased at the auction, it’s pretty clear 
you’re all growing some interesting things – take 
more pictures of them and send them in!!  Your 
photos and thoughts submitted to me or Ed 
Nazzal become a valuable part of the tradition of 
the SCVOS: helping people become better 
growers.  
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It’s not often that we get a country’s natives 
to come speak about that country’s orchids.  And  
very rarely do we get such a thing to happen 
with Cattleyas.  November will be an incredible 
exception – Francisco Miranda will speak to us 
on Cattleya species of Brazil, showing plentiful 
pictures of plants in situ with great advice for 
growing, resting, and blooming these jewels.  If 
you haven’t gotten a chance to do so already, 
please have a look at his website: Miranda 
Orchids.  Some of the variety and beauty evident 
in these plants will amaze you, especially some 
of the bifoliates.  You’ll have a chance to see and 
purchase some of the most rare of these directly 
from a person who’s propagated them from in 
some cases one known clone in the world!!  
Wow!!  Francisco will be providing a 
spectacular plant table full of rare, seed-grown 
Brazilian species Cattleyas, so I certainly hope 
you can make it for that as well.  I’m so excited 
Eric Hunt included us on the list to share 
Francisco with the San Francisco Society, and 
he’ll be doing different talks at both meetings, so 
if you get a chance, see both!!  This man is a  
true expert in these remarkable plants.  As usual, 
we’ll have dinner with the speaker at about 5:30 
on Wednesday the 4th, so if you’d like to join us, 
please email or call me in advance.   Again, 
please try to make this meeting, and we’ll see 
you there, allowing us to help you become a 
better grower.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the catts you’re likely to see: Cattleya 
intermedia on the left and C. schilleriana on the 
right, both line-bred plants.  These images are 
from Miranda Orchids’ website,  

www.mirandaorchids.com 
I’d encourage you to go look at some of the rest 
of them – they  include some of the finest clones 
I’ve ever seen!!  So beautiful!! 
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��� � alendar’s getting busy – did you see how 

long it is this month!!  Many of the shows are a 
little far away, but a drive sometimes brings you 
things you just can’t get here!!  Around here, the 
Diablo View Orchid Society Show will kick off 
the show season, just a few weeks ahead of the 
Orchid Society of California’s Fall Show.  Both 
of these events are within an hour’s drive of San 
Jose and well worth attending – great sales and 
impressive displays.  I say all this again as a 
reminder for the Dance Card – attending shows 
other than ours is a good way to get points for 
yourselves, in anticipation of a great reward at 
the Holiday Party in December.   

I thought this might be a good time for  a 
short discussion of your 2009 Dance Card, 
Remember that in 2007 the SCVOS instituted 
the Dance Card program to encourage growers 
of all levels to become better growers, in 
conjunction with the purpose of the SCVOS.  
More experienced growers were surveyed to 
answer the question of what orchid-related 
experiences best allowed them to improve their 
skills as growers.  We came up with a list of 
about 50 items, loosely broken into categories 
for Individual and Community achievements in 
supporting the SCVOS.  Everything from 
attending orchid shows to borrowing books, to 
buying and experimenting on plants fall under 
the Individual category.  The Community 
category includes meeting-related functions such 
as bringing Show and Tell plants and food, 
setting up before a meeting or cleaning up 
afterwards, or serving on the board, or attending 
various SCVOS events like the Holiday Party, 
the Bus Tour, and the Auction.  Please try to 
complete a Dance Card for the upcoming 
Holiday Party, where we’ll honor those of you 
who’ve managed to do so with a fantastic 
certificate and gift card to Maplethorpe Orchids 
in Soquel.   

With this in mind, remember the Annual 
SCVOS Holiday Party – more info will be in the 
next newsletter, but be sure to save the date: 
December 12th at the Three Flames!!  Kristina 
promises me that it’s all ready to go – just need 
to food choices.  It should be a blast – lots of 
great plants, free plants, a slideshow of the year, 
good food and wonderful company.  Make plans 
to be there!! 
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Project Updates from the OCA: 

Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park covers 
a total area of 3,568 km² (881,668.5 acres) on 
the southern tip of Sumatra, Indonesia stretching 
from Tanggamus and West Lampung regencies 
in Lampung to Kaur regency in Bengkulu. It 
started as a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1935 
becoming a National Park in 1982. The national 
park is part of the a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra.  It 
represents a significant natural habitat for in situ 
conservation because of its large diversity of 
flora, fauna and ongoing ecological and 
biological processes. It is home to a variety of 
wildlife  including 118 mammals, 425 birds, 45 
amphibians and reptiles and 51 fish species. It 
also contains around 200 species of tree, 126 
orchids, 15 species of bamboo, and 44 
undergrowth species. The Sumatran tiger, 
elephant, rhinoceros, and striped rabbit are some 
of the unique and endangered animal species 
found in the park. Besides its abundance in flora 
and fauna, the park is also blessed with a 
number of fascinating natural beauty spots, 
including its four lakes, four waterfalls, seven 
natural caves and 23 river basin areas.  

Illegal coffee farming accounts for a large 
percentage of the deforestation on this site.  
Over 50% of the island of Sumatra's forest has 
been cut down. In Bukit Barisan Selatan 
National Park the Lampung chapter of the 
Indonesian Forum for the Environment (Walhi) 
records that around 50 percent of the park area 
has been damaged, while the Lampung Forest 
Conservation Consortium (KKHL) claims 60 
percent of the park area has been destroyed.  

Besides the huge diversity of species listed 
above, a number of significant orchids call this 
park home.  This is an area that requires care and 
conservation.  To find out how to help, please 
visit orchidconservationcoalition.org for more 
details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coelogyne rochussenii, one of the beautiful 
species occupying Bukit Barisan Selatan 
National Park.  Photo by Eric Hunt.  Sure makes 
one wonder what other little gems are out 
there… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The inimitable Bulbophyllum medusae, another 
park resident.  Photo by Eric Hunt. 
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In this issue, we will veer away from our 

usual topic of and about orchids. We will still be 
in the plant kingdom. But this time it will be 
about a plant oddity and a record holder in the 
plant kingdom. I am talking about the Rafflesia, 
a genus of parasitic flowering plants. This genus 
consists approximately of 27 species. All of 
them are found in Southeast Asia: the Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo and the Philippines. 
Unlike plants of the garden variety, Rafflesias do 
not have stems, leaves or true roots.   

It is an endoparasite. Imagine a tape worm 
in the intestines of animals. This is how the 
Rafflesia lives. It lives in the tissues of the 
Tetrastigma vine. The gigantic five-petalled 
flower is the only physical manifestation of this 
plant. It holds the record of the largest single 
flower of any plant in the entire world. The 
largest of the genus, Rafflesia arnoldii, may 
produce a flower thirty-nine inches in diameter 
and weigh as much as twenty-two pounds. The 
smallest flowering species, R. manillana 
(endemic to the Philippines) produce flowers 
about eight inches in diameter.  

The flower looks and smells like rotting 
flesh. It is no wonder that flies and other insects, 
attracted to carrion, pollinate it. The flower is 
either male or female. For the female flower to 
be pollinated, the male flower must be close by 
and in bloom at the same time. The fruits 
produced are eaten by forest mammals that, in 
turn, disperse the seeds. Indonesia, Sabah in 
Malaysia and Surat Thani province in Thailand 
have Rafflesia as their official state flower.  

 
 Rafflesia baletei, Rafflesia banahawensis, 

Rafflesia leonardi, Rafflesia lobata, Rafflesia 
mira (also called Rafflesia magnifica), Rafflesia 
panchoana, Rafflesia schadenbergiana and 
Rafflesia speciosa are the other seven species of 
Rafflesia endemic to the Philippines. Six of 
these species were discovered between 2002 to 
2008. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
Rafflesia arnoldii in stages of blooming 

 
These plants are so rare by virtue of the fact 

that they need a very specific host to thrive. 
Environmentalists fear that because of 
disappearing primary forests, it can be presumed 
that their numbers in the wild are dwindling. 
Concerned people are seriously looking into 
recreating their specific environment in order to 
propagate them. Although initial attempts were 
met by failure, efforts have continued. 
Furthermore, despite the studies done over the 
years, it is still not known how the seeds 
germinate and grow or why it only associates 
with the Tetrastigma vine. In the meantime, 
saving the forest could mean saving the 
Rafflesia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just for some scale…. 
 
-Oliver Colmenar 

 
Remember, for much more information about 
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheets, 
contact information, previous newsletters, and 
lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the 
website:  
 
santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm 
 
The SCVOS:  
Helping You to Become a Better Grower 
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���02�3)� Hanging Gardens Open House  

Coast Highway, Pacifica 
great plants, divisions and food 
Contact: Dan Newman 
See Flier Below!! 

�
���02�3)� Southland Orchid Show  
Huntington Botanical Gardens,  
1156 Oxford Road, San Marino. 
meetings, lectures and sales!!  
Contact: www.orchidshow.org 

�
���12�3)� Diablo View OS Show and Sale 
Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320 
Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill. 
Contact: Dennis Olivas 
d.olivas@comcast.net 
See Flier Below!! 

�
��!+2!�)� OrchidMania Fall Sale 
717 Paris St, San Francisco. 
Hours 11 am – 3pm. 
Contact: Bob Christensen 
RCC572@aol.com 
www.orchids.org 

#�-�021)� Orchid Society of California Show 
Lakeside Garden Center,  
666 Bellevue Ave, Oakland. 
Contact: Mary Lou Smith 
MLRLS@aol.com 

#�-�!32!�)� OS of Santa Barbara Show 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History, 2559 Puesta del Sol. 
Contact: Don Brown 
don@chubrown.com 

4���!*2!+)� Peninsula Orchid Society Show 
1400 Roosevelt Ave, Redwood City. 
Contact:  Peninsula Orchid Society 
penorchidsoc@yahoo.com 
 

.���!02!3)�� SCVOS Annual Show and Sale 
Westgate Mall,  
1600 Saratoga Ave, San Jose 
Contact:  Tim Culbertson 
twculber@hotmail.com 
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The October meeting will be at the  home of 
Ann Stuart on October 21st at 7:30 pm.  For 
more information, directions, or if you’d like to 
make an announcement, please contact Bruce by 
phone at (408) 623-0413 or by email at. 
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net. 

��	����������	����������	����������	�������� ����
5 he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a 
non-profit organization that meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at the American 
Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the 
Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose, 
California.  The meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  The 
skill session starts at about 7:00 PM. 
 

Officers for 2009 
 
Bruce Davidson, President   (408) 623-0413 
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net 
Tim Culbertson, Vice President (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Sylvia Grossman, Secretary  (408) 266-6922 
sylviagro@gmail.com 
Marvin Bell, Treasurer  (408) 229-2747 
marvskis@aol.com 
Kristina Bell, Past President  (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf1@sbcglobal.net 

 
Directors for 2009 

Kate Culbertson   (301) 356-4041 
kmackey@stanford.edu 
Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 
Eanghak Quach   (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 
Dave Woodfill   (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 
Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
Ann Stuart    (408) 267-3397  
annystuart@yahoo.com 
Dawn McPhee    (408) 375-1345  
dmcphee@mofo.com 

 
2009 Auction Chair 

Ed Nazzal  (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com 

 
Membership 

Peter Brown   (510) 755-3654  
pjb@presol.com 
  
Website: santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org 
Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 

 
Member Database 

Ed Nazzal    (408) 268-3573 
paphman@gmail.com�
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Newsletter 
Tim Culbertson, Editor  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.net 

 
Publicity 

Susan Wiedmann    
Hmgbird@pacbell.net 

 
Library 

Marie Lofton   (408) 629-0264 
smlofton@pacbell.net 
 

Plant Opportunity Tickets 
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill  (408) 248-5983 
ofiew@comcast.com 

 
Kitchen Crew 

Conrad Kumata 
ckk1boater@aol.com 
Liz Gehrig    (408) 363-6901 
eagehrig@aol.com 

 
2009 Show and Sale 

Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair  (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair  (408) 629-3794 
epigarden@yahoo.com 

 
2009 Bus Tour 

Kristina Bell    (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf@aol.com 

 
2009 Greenhouse Tour 

Doug Pulley   (408) 354-1412 
dpulley1@comcast.net 

 
2009 Holiday Party 

Kristina Bell   (408) 229-2747 
kbellwolf1@sbcglobal.net 

 
AOS / ODC Representative 

Tim Culbertson   (301) 641-2556 
timc@harker.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Metal Halide Light for Sale: 
Sylvia Grossman has a Hydrofarm Growlight, 
400 watt Metal Halide (120V, 40A) which will 
fit into a conventional plug and is suitable for 
hanging from the ceiling.  She’s interested in a 
best offer for it, and hopes it will help someone 
grow cattleyas as well as she did. 
 

 
 
Another great opportunity to get a fantastic 
orchid device at a great price.  Contact Sylvia 
for more details: (408) 266-6922.����
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From the AOS Pacific Central Judging Center 
Images are property of the AOS and should not be reproduced 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Blc. Golden Promise 'Best of Cross' 
(L. tenebrosa x Blc. Xanthette) 
HCC 78 
Exhibited by Fred Shull 
Awarded August 17 2009 at OSC Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Habenaria medusae 'Joan' 
species 
HCC 77 
Exhibited by Howard Gunn 
Awarded September 2 2009 at Sacr. OS Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paph. Vanguard ‘Carney’ 
(Paph. rothschildianum x Paph. glaucophyllum) 
HCC 78 
Exhibited by Gordon Slaymaker 
Awarded July 4 2009 at Nat. Cap. Judging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the 
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows 
Hall in Sacramento in association with the 
Sacramento Orchid Society meeting.   
����
AOS Pacific Central Judging occurs on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the County Fair 
Building in Golden Gate Park in association 
with the SFOS meeting, and on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Lake Merritt 
Garden Center in Oakland in association with 
the OSC meeting.   
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[Contact Tim Culbertson with questions at (301) 641-2556 or twculber@hotmail.com] 

By using this card, you will advance as a grower, orchidist, and friend of the society.   
 
Your completed Dance Card will win you recognition and a gift card at our annual Holiday Party, as well as a certificate based on: 

·  Amateur: Completes twelve items in each group in one year. 
·  Intermediate: Holds Amateur status and completes twenty items in each group in one year. 
·  Advanced: Holds Intermediate status and completes twenty-seven items in each group in one year. 

 
Group I: Individual Achievements 
 
1. Present a plant at Show and Tell at least once.   
2. Ask once how someone has grown a show and tell plant. 
3. Go out to dinner with a speaker once during the year. 
4. Purchase opportunity table tickets at 50% of meetings. 
5. Check out or purchase plants for sale at a meeting.  
6. Locate and buy one plant via internet. 
7. Visit two orchid growers within our region 

(e.g. Maplethorpe Orchids, Hanging Gardens). 
8. Visit two orchid growers out of our region  

(e.g. Cal Orchid and SB Orchid Estate).  
9. Attend two society meetings other than the SCVOS  

(e.g. Malihini Society or Peninsula Society). 
10. Attend the Santa Barbara Orchid Show.  
11. Attend the San Francisco Orchid Show.  
12. Attend two orchid shows held by societies other than above.  
13. Determine how to display a plant at a monthly show and tell 

or at the annual show. 
14. Enter a plant in a show other than the SCVOS show. 
15. Attend an AOS orchid judging session.  
16. Enter an orchid for AOS judging. 
17. Subscribe to one orchid journal 

(e.g. Orchid Digest, Orchids, CSA Journal).  
18. Borrow two books from the SCVOS library. 
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19. Purchase two books about orchids.  
20. Learn to take pictures of your orchids and share them in the 

monthly newsletter or submit them to the website.  
21. Take a trip to see orchids in the wild. 
22. Try growing a difficult plant in a different type of pot. 
23. Try modifying a pot to allow for better drainage. 
24. Develop your own potting mixture and pot a few plants in it. 
25. Learn to display your orchids by: 
  Corsage making. 
  Arrangement in a display at a show. 

Arrangement for effect in your home. 
Art (e.g. paint, drawing, sculpture) 

26. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by growing at least two plants of the new genus.  

27. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by reading  three articles or culture sheets about it.  

28. Become more familiar with a new genus or alliance  
by presenting a blooming plant of it at show and tell.  

29. Invest $100 in your orchid hobby to increase your skills 
(e.g. fluorescent lights, fertilizers, flasks, or plants). 

30. Make a cross by pollinating an orchid and flasking the seed. 
31. Experiment with different growing environments.  
32. Build a greenhouse or growing area other than a windowsill, 

including indoor light gardens. 
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Group II: Community Achievements 
 
1. Attend eight monthly meetings.     
2. Wear your name tag at every meeting you attend. 
3. Introduce yourself to a different SCVOS members at each  

meeting and discuss your orchid experience.  
4. Bring a guest to a monthly meeting. 
5. Come to a meeting early to set up at least once annually. 
6. Stay after a meeting to clean up at least once annually. 
7. Bring refreshments to at least two monthly meetings. 
8. Give away one of your extra orchids at a meeting or  

otherwise. 
9. Attend an orchid skill session before a meeting. 
10. Learn how to present your orchids with a slide show. 
11. Suggest an addition to the Dance Card or website. 
12. Share your new found orchid resources at a monthly  

meeting, whether they be practical or internet-based. 
13. Suggest a potential speaker for a monthly meeting. 
14. Help host one out-of-town speaker. 
15. Prepare a skill session on your specialty for a meeting. 
16. Write an illustrated article for the SCVOS newsletter. 
17. Attend two SCVOS-hosted special events 

(e.g. Bus Tour, Greenhouse Tour, or Holiday Dinner). 
18. Ask another member for help solving a persistent problem. 
19. Spend at least four hours during the year helping other  

members solve one of their persistent orchid problems.  
20. Volunteer to help an advanced grower 
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21. Host an orchid event 

(e.g. a barbecue, open house, or board meeting). 
22. Volunteer time, money, or plants to OCA, OCC, Orchid 

Mania, or another non-profit orchid conservation group. 
23. Display a plant in the annual show. 
24. Be a ribbon judge at the SCVOS show. 
25. Win a trophy at the annual show. 
26. Participate in the auction or show by selling five plants. 
27. Participate in the auction or show by purchasing two plants. 
28. Cooperate with one group purchase 

(e.g. group purchase form Carter & Holmes). 
29. Volunteer four hours at a function other than the show 
30. Volunteer 4-8 hours at the SCVOS Show. 
31. Offer to help the SCVOS with some your non-orchid skills 

(e.g. accounting, advertising, or editing). 
32. Spearhead an SCVOS project 

(e.g. organize a group purchase, plan a show caravan). 
33. Represent the SCVOS at a community event.  
34. Attend a board meeting during the year as an observer. 
35. Accept a nomination and serve on the board for the year. 
36. Accept and fulfill a committee assignment for the board. 
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The following advertisers help support our orchid society, and you should help support them!! 
 

If you have a business, or know someone who would like to contribute an advertisement which would 
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you have the chance to interact with on a monthly basis, 
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertson, at twculber@hotmail.com. 
 
Advertising donation rates are as follows: 
 

¼ Page   $5.00 Donation Monthly 
½ Page  $10.00 Donation Monthly 
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly 
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