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n September 2°, you'll have what most

people would call a stellar opportunity to not
only advance your collection, but to advance
your knowledge of orchids. This is the perfect
opportunity to get some fantastic new plants at
absolute bargain prices!! That's because it's
auction time!! Our auction will feature
auctioneergdeff Trimble andmoi this year, so it
should be a fun and entertaining event. The
auction is a wonderful chance to purchase great
plants for next-to-nothing, so if your greenhouse
is looking a little empty, come by to fill it upf |
you've never been to an auction (or if it's been
awhile), there are typically between 200-300
plants, on all the front tables and on more tables
stretching back the entire length of the wall.
There’s a lot of plantded Nazzalis the auction
chair, and he assures that that this year willroffe
a bumper crop of nice divisions and seedlings
donated by our society members. A number of
members are trying to downsize their collections
(me too) and so there should be some nice stuff!!

Every year a number of plants at the
monthly show and tell table and at the Annual
Show come notably from purchases at the
auction. It is an experience that offers something
for everyone; remember that your support of the
auction and other society events makes sure that
we have an excellent lineup of speakers,
activities, and plants for next year. The
auctions comprise a substantial proportion of our
annual budget, so please make plans to
participate in this tradition (and check out your
Dance Cardto check off some new items)!!
You all are keeping up with the Dance Card,
right!1??

In light of the upcoming auction, the board
found it prudent to review some of the auction
rules. They have been recently updated, so be
sure to pay close attention to the following so
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there’s no confusion, and so that only the finest
plants are sold.

1. Only SCVOS Members can sell plants

but everyone is welcome to buy.

Orchids only for sale, no other plants.

Place a tag on each plant with the following

information:

e Identifying number made from the
seller’s initials and a numerical number
(i.e. AB12) for the auction staff to track
purchases.

*« Name of the plant (and parentage) if
known.

e Cultural information and color, and any
other information deemed prudent
(remember, how well you advertise
them determines how much you'll be
able to get for them).

e Minimum bid if any.

4. Maximum of 20 plants.This is a change
from previous years)

5. Make a list of the plants with their
identifying numbers and leave a copy at the
auction desk; use the attached blank for
help.

6. SCVOS members only can sell (and no, you

may not join just before the auction).

Anyone can buy plants, so bring friends!!

Plants to be at the hall between 6:30 and

7:00, auction starts promptly at 7:30 pm.
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These rules should insure an excellent
experience...come out and support your club!!
The more plants you have, the better you'll be
able to experiment and find the perfect way of
growing them!! And then you can display them,
and then you can show them, and this list goes
on and on until you're totally out of space in
your greenhouse!! Hurray!! As a reminder,
there’s no opportunity table or show and tell this
month.
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& elcome to the following new members for

2009: Kevin & Katie Lindley. Thanks for
joining us!!

#

i you are not getting your newsletter via email,

please be sure to give your currently correct
address to Ed Nazzalaphman@gmail.com

(( Il plants brought for sale by members must be
properly labeled, disease free, and priced in eve
dollar amounts. Ten percent of the sale price
goes to the club treasurer, Marvin Bell, before
you leave. We rely on the honor system. Thank
you to those abiding by this rule; those who are
not will have plant sales privileges revoked.

) * ( + All members

with last names starting witk, L, andM please
bring in refreshments for September. Feel free
to bring refreshments any month you'd like as
well. Bring food — it makes the meeting so much
more fun. Additionally, it's good to have food at
the auction — the auction can get long so it's nice
to be able to eat something to keep up the
energy...

& ell well well 1 go off to England for a month

and no one takes any damn pictures!! | seriousl
only received one submission this month, which
is something that | expect will never ever
happen again!! | hope that you will all pick up
your cameras and send me a flood for next
month, in keeping with how well you've done
all year so far. Pulease let this not be the stfart
a trend...to further things along I've even put in
a few of my pictures to even things out, but next
month they should b&om you. Please send
images; more is always better!! Remember tha
submitting images can fulfill one of the items on
the Dance Card We'll be going over the
Dance Card in more detail in the months to
come, but if you have questions about the Dance
Card, please ask...they're due in December so
don't delay!

Ed Nazzal sent in this picture of a mis-labeled
St. Swithin. It's labeled as a Lebaudyanum,
which is a cross of philippinense and
haynaldianum, but the staminode of this plant
gives away its heritage. The “bent knee”
staminode, shaped like an upside-down “L”,
covered in fine glandular hairs is distinctive of
Paph. rothschildianum. This interesting
staminode was discovered by a doctoral student
observing pollinators of this species in the wild.
The pollinators are syrphid flies that lay egg
masses which look very similar to the glandular
hairs of a rothschildianum staminode. So these
little flies are tricked into “mating” with the
staminode, and get a pollinia for their troublés.
hudder to think about how long someone had to
watch the flowers before seeing that...Thanks to
Ed for the pic!!

The classic green maudiae-type paph, Claire de
Lune ‘Edgard Von Belle’ AM/AOS from Ed as
well...such a welcome summer bloomer.




Here's something you don't see too often —
Promenaea lentiginosa, a small species in the
Maxillarinae from Brazil. Ed's grows
intermediate and fairly low light along with his
paphs. Cute, easy, and floriferous, a good
addition to any mixed intermediate collection.

Ed is so fond of native orchids, | thought I
would throw this picture in here as well; this is
Epipactis helleborine, closely related to
Epipactis gigantea, of which he has a
tremendous plant. These two are pretty easy to
grow — they are native so outside is best, and
both require fairly high light and lots of water.
Their native habitats are streamside, so gravel-
like substrate and lots of water keep them happy.
As the long, beautiful inflorescence develops,
its common to have many of the flowers
pollinated by our native bees so there’s always
capsules on the plant as well. This feature might
be useful to those of us who'd like to practice
our flasking skills... Thanks Ed!!

Our Augusts speaker was notable species
enthusiast Leon Glicenstein, most recently of
Hoosier Orchids in Indiana and member of the
AOS Conservation Committee. He spoke on
Coast Rica and specifically its orchid species; |
have a long list of the species Leon covered in
his presentation and if you'd like a copy please
email me. His presentation was very well
received and the double slide projector style sure
was a novel technique that I'd love to try to
master with powerpoint...we’ll see. In any
event travelogues are always fun and I'm glad
you all enjoyed it...we'll try to get some more...

| know Leon has a large number of other
interesting presentations to share as well,
including one of Madagascan species, which
were a major part of Hoosier Orchids. I'm such
a fan of Aerangis | think that would make an
excellent topic as well. Maybe we can have him
back soon. Thanks to Dave Smitt for the pic.

This one’s from me, during my big trip to
England for the summer. Kate had to work at a
university there, and | went as babysitting.




Mark and | went from garden to garden to
garden the entire two weeks we were there,
separated only by this visit to Ratcliffe Orchids,
one of the premiere paph hybridizers in the
world. | was so honored to pick out a few
things, and to meet Paul Phillips (on the left of
the above picture) and spend some time with
him looking at slides and slides of great old
plants. Just up my alley and most definitely
worth a return visit. Here's a few more
shapshots of the trip:

Sezincote Manor and gardens.

The bog garden at Upton House, with the
familiar Gunnera with huge leaves in the right
foreground. Some great Petasites and Rodgersia
here as well, and overall my favorite of the
+/-20 gardens of the trip for Markie and I.

These last few months have been wonderful
in terms of all the images you've senWhat
happened this month!!! Remember that
submitting images from inclusion in the
newsletter and online fulfills a requirement of
the 2009 SCVOS Dance Card, available on the
website. | hope that you are all actively filliiig
out, and we can talk a little more about it during
the October meeting. I'm enjoying all the
pictures immensely, so please keep them
coming!! I'd love more pictures of your
individual plants for next month, rather than just
society pix. Your photos and thoughts submitted
to me or Ed Nazzal become a valuable part of
the tradition of the SCVOShelping people
become better growers.

: $
/ +0 )

We're so fortunate to have Jim Rose of Cal-
Orchid come up to see us in October and speak
to us on one of his passions and something very
few other people in the US are qualified to
discuss: he’ll speak on Lycastes, specifically
those with a heavy Lycaste skinneri influence
that are so popular these days in Japan. His
presentation will be part travelogue about seeing
skinneri in nature in Guatemala, and part
pictures of some of the beautiful things that are
done with that species in modern hybridization.
Jim assures me that the opportunity table will be
packed and will include some Lycastes so make
every arrangement you can for this spectacular
event. I'm so thrilled he’s agreed to speak for us
and | hope you all can make it to this wonderful
presentation. As usual, we’ll have dinner with
the speaker at about 5:30 on Wednesday the 7
so if you'd like to join us, please email or call
me in advance. Again, please try to make this
meeting, and we’ll see you there, allowing us to
help you become a better growerAnd just by
way of reminder, there’s a special spot on the
Dance Card for learning about and growing a
new species. How many of you grow Lycastes?
Maybe that could be your new genus this
year...I'll make sure to discuss the Dance Card
in more detail at the October meeting, so if
you're confused, come with your questions. See
you there!!
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o0 it looks as though show season’s going

to start out with a bang, or at least with a lot of
sales in the short months to come. There’s a big
sale sponsored by the San Francisco Orchid
Society renamed to Orchids in the Park at the
Hall of Flowers in Golden Gate Park — some
great vendors, including a big international
component. And then the Diablo View Orchid
Society Show wil kick off the show season, just
a few weeks ahead of the Orchid Society of
California’s Fall Show (which should appear in
the next newsletter). | say all this again as a
reminder for the Dance Card — attending shows
other than ours is a good way to get points for
yourselves, in anticipation of a great reward at
the Holiday Party in December (which will also
be featured in the next newsletter). Boy it sure
seems like this might be the last “slow” events
section for awhile...

Additionally, Dennis Olivas sent in the
following announcement: D&D Flowers Fall
Open House and Sale will be on September 19
and 20, 2009 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM in Half
Moon Bay. The greenhouse is not open to the
public except for the spring and fall open house
events. Great prices on original divisions of
Cattleyas, Oncidiums, Cymbidiums,
Paphiopedilums, Phragmipediums and many
more genera. Really good deals... priced to sell.
We accept cash or checks but no credit cards.
There is no list of plants available and divisions
are sold on first come for serve. We will be
having a $7.00 sale on many cattleya, oncidium
and cymbidium seedlings and back bulbs.

We are located in Half Moon Bay 1/3 mile
east of Main Street off Hwy 92. Just east of
Spanish Town on Hwy. 92 there is a house and
firewood business. Turn onto the street between
the house and firewood business and go over the
bridge into the greenhouse complex. D & D
Flowers is the first greenhouse on the right. If
you go beyond the large dinosaur statues in front
of the house and Spanish Town and you are at
Main Street, you've gone too far.

Mahalo!

Again, well worth the drive if for nothing but the
donuts and the company — Dennis has a great
collection of plants and me and Kate and Markie
will be there for sure!! Maybe a carpool?...

Project Updates from the OCA:

A major grantee of the OCA is Fundacion
Ecominga, established by Lou Jost to serve as a
mountainside bio-reserve for rare orchid species.
Lou Jost has been studying orchids and orchid
habitat in Ecuador for more than 10 years. He is
a physicist/mathematician by training but has
worked in the US as an environmental
consultant on endangered species of birds and
plants, then as a photographer and guide in
tropical forests, illustrator of a book on
Amazonian birds, and finally as a full-time
orchid researcher, investigating biogeographic
patterns to provide guidance for conservation
efforts and understanding of evolutionary
processes. He has discovered about 70 new
species of orchids, mostly in the valley of the
Rio Pastaza in the eastern Andes of Ecuador,
where he lives. Recently, he has established
Fundacion EcoMinga, a conservation
organization dedicated to the acquisition and
preservation of threatened orchid habitat.

Ten of the more than 30 new species in the
genus Teagueia discovered by Jogugt one
small valleyin his small study site in Ecuador.
Sure makes one wonder what other little gems
are out there...




Did you know that...

The orchid seed is the smallest seed in the
world. A website devoted to plant facts and
information states that certain tropical rain fores
orchids produce seeds weighing only 35
millionths of an ounce. It adds that there are
bacteria larger than orchid seeds. The size of the
orchid seed makes it possible to have as many as
four million seeds in an orchid seed capsule. The
correct botanical term for the orchid fruit is
capsule. The sheer number of seeds, which are
generally wind dispersed, increases the odds that
some of them successfully germinate and reach
maturity, thus perpetuating the species.

The orchid seed is structurally different from
most seeds we are familiar with, such as tomato
seeds. Whereas, the tomato seed has an
endosperm, the food source of the developing
embryo, the orchid has none. Whereas, the
tomato seed has an embryo with specifically
differentiated parts that naturally develop into
the physical parts of a tomato plant (e.g. roots,
stem, leaves, etc.), the orchid does not.

The orchid seed needs very specific
conditions for germination to occur in nature. It
must establish a symbiotic relationship with a
compatible mychorrhizal soil fungus. Take note
of the word COMPATIBLE. The fungus supplies
the nourishment needed for the seed to develop.
Some orchid species become independent of
these fungi as the plant matures. Others may
retain the mychorrhizal relationship throughout
their existence. This relationship requirement
explains why orchids are not as common as they
should be owing to the number of seeds
dispersed in nature.

I would like to mention an experience
related to orchid seeds when Peter and | visited
the Palawan State University in the Philippines
two years ago. The chief botanist gave us a tour
of the botanical garden, talking about the
endemic and/or native flora of the island. The
Phalaenopsis amabilis is native to Palawa
Island. Surrounding a big specimen plant
attached to a native tree were quite a fe
amabilis plantlets growing vigorously. Curious, |
asked if they just appeared there. She responde
that each time she found a mature seed capsul
she would rub it on the bark of the tree. Without
a doubt, the bark of the tree provided the
necessary conditions for germination.

In the early days of orchid cultivation,
germinating seeds was done by sowing from the
capsule directly around the potting mix of
cultivated orchids. Although germination was

sometimes achieved, it was not until an
American scientist;, Dr. Lewis Knudson,
developed the germinating media that

propagation of orchids was revolutionized. His

work was based on the earlier work of a French
botanist, Noel Barnard, who observed that
orchid seeds germinated in moldy fruits that

were found around the tree. Taking his cue from
nature, Barnard experimented with fruits and

was able to germinate orchid seeds. The orchid
seeds utilize the sugars in the fruits as food for
the developing embryo that in nature was

provided by the fungus. Modern nurseries

around the world, according to Leon Glicenstein

(our most recent speaker), use different kinds of
fruit as the base for germinating media.

-Oliver Colmenar

SFOS Orchids in the Park Sale
Hall of Flowers, & & Lincoln

San Francisco

Contact: San Francisco OS
www.orchidsanfrancisco.org

See Flier Below!!

D & D Flowers Open House Sale
Half Moon Bay, just off 92;

see above directions

Contact: Dennis Olivas
d.olivas@comcast.net

See Flier Below!!

Diablo View OS Show and Sale
Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320
Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA
Contact: Dennis Olivas
d.olivas@comcast.net

See Flier Below!!
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Remember, for much more information about
orchids, links, our future schedule, care sheets

contact information, previous newsletters, anc
lots of pictures of plants and people, visit the
website:

santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org/links.htm

The SCVOS:

Helping You to Become a Better Grower
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The August meeting will be at the home of
Peter Brown orAugust 19" at 7:30 pm. For
more information, directions, or if you'd like to
make an announcement, please contact Bruce by
phone at (408) 623-0413 or by email. at
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net

6 he Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society is a
non-profit organization that meets the first
Wednesday of each month at the American
Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Avenue, in the
Willow Glen neighborhood of San Jose,
California. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM. The
skill session starts at about 7:00 PM.

Officers for 2009
Bruce Davidson, President (408) 623-0413
bwdavidson2@bbnow.net
Tim Culbertson, Vice President (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org
Sylvia Grossman, Secretary (408) 266-6922
sylviagro@gmail.com
Marvin Bell, Treasurer (408) 229-2747
marvskis@aol.com
Kristina Bell, Past President (408) 229-2747

kbellwolfl@sbcglobal.net
Directors for 2009

Kate Culbertson (301) 356-4041
kmackey@stanford.edu

Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
paphman@gmail.com

Eanghak Quach (408) 629-3794
epigarden@yahoo.com

Dave Woodfill (408) 248-5983
ofiew@comcast.com

Peter Brown (510) 755-3654
pjb@presol.com

Ann Stuart (408) 267-3397
annystuart@yahoo.com

Dawn McPhee (408) 375-1345

dmcphee@mofo.com

2009 Auction Chair
Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
paphman@gmail.com

Membership
Peter Brown (510) 755-3654
pjb@presol.com

Website:santaclaravalleyorchidsociety.org
Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org

Member Database
Ed Nazzal (408) 268-3573
paphman@gmail.com

Newsletter
Tim Culbertson, Editor (301) 641-2556

timc@harker.org
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill, Mailing (408) 248-5983

ofiew@comcast.net

Publicity
Susan Wiedmann
Hmgbird@pacbell.net

Library
Marie Lofton (408) 629-0264
smlofton@pacbell.net
Plant Opportunity Tickets
Dave and Ofelia Woodfill (408) 248-5983

ofiew@comcast.com

Kitchen Crew
Conrad Kumata
ckklboater@aol.com
Liz Gehrig (408) 363-6901
eagehrig@aol.com

2009 Show and Sale

Tim Culbertson, Co-Chair (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org
Eanghak Quach, Co-Chair (408) 629-3794

epigarden@yahoo.com

2009 Bus Tour
Kristina Bell (408) 229-2747
kbellwolf@aol.com

2009 Greenhouse Tour
Doug Pulley (408) 354-1412
dpulleyl@comcast.net

2009 Holiday Party
Kristina Bell (408) 229-2747
kbellwolfl @sbcglobal.net

AOS / ODC Representative
Tim Culbertson (301) 641-2556
timc@harker.org




Light Cart for Sale:

Carol Armendariz has a light cart for sale. She
has never used it, and simply did not have
enough room to make it a feasible option. Itis a
Flora-Cart three tiered model with adjustable
light heights, and comes complete with a
humidity-increasing tent and humidity trays.
This item retails for over $800; she’s asking
$300 but is negotiable to other offers. She

stresses that she cannot move this items, so bring

a friend with a truck!! Here’s a picture:

This is a great opportunity for an indoor grower

to take advantage of a great product at a great

price!! Give Carol a call at (408) 354-0461!!

Metal Halide Light for Sale:

Sylvia Grossman has a Hydrofarm Growlight,
400 watt Metal Halide (120V, 40A) which will
fit into a conventional plug and is suitable for
hanging from the ceiling. She’s interested in a
best offer for it, and hopes it will help someone
grow cattleyas as well as she did.

Another great opportunity to get a fantastic
orchid device at a great price. Contact Sylvia
for more details: (408) 266-6922.
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From theAOS Pacific Central Judging Center
Images are property of the AOS and should not pedeiced

Laelia purpurata var. sanguinea 'Hot Nights'
species

AM 82 Bulbophyllum Jersey 'Diablo Sunset'
Exhibited by Amy and Ken Jacobsen (Bulb. lobbii x Bulb. echinolabium)
Awarded July 20 2009 at OSC Meeting HCC 78
Exhibited by Diablo Orchids
Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day
Phalaenopsis violacea var. coerulea ‘Concord' Paphiopedilum Macabre ‘Grande Cru'
species ( Paph. Voodoo Magic x Paph. sukhakulii)
AM 80 AM 80
Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day




Cymbidium lancifolium 'Cammie’

species
CCM 89

Blc. Gold Country Festival 'Julie Anne' Exhibited by John O'Connell

(Blc. Sunday x C. forbesii) Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day

AM 80

Exhibited by James Morris

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day

Paphiopedilum Pacific Rainbow 'Vinho Verde' Dracula unnamed hybrid 'Cookie Peschko’

(Paph. Rainbow Sky x Paph. Pacific Shamrock) (Drac. Phantom x Drac. platycrater)

HCC 76 AM 82

Exhibited by Dave Sorokowsky Exhibited by Ken Cook

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day




Paphiopedilum tigrinum 'Candor Neko'

species

HCC 78

Exhibited by Bob & Lynn Wellenstein

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day

Masdevallia rosea 'Barbara C'

species

CCM 82

Exhibited by Ken Cook

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day

Stanhopea jenishiana 'Diablo Sunrise'

species

HCC 79

Exhibited by Diablo Orchdis

Awarded August 8 2009 at SOS Speakers’ Day

AOS Cal-Nevada Region Judging occurs on the
first Wednesday of the month at the Oddfellows
Hall in Sacramento in association with the

Sacramento Orchid Society meeting.

AQOS Pacific Central Judging occurs on the first
Tuesday of the month at the County Fair
Building in Golden Gate Park in association
with the SFOS meeting, and on the third
Wednesday of the month at the Lake Merritt
Garden Center in Oakland in association with
the OSC meeting.
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The following advertisers help support our orchidisty, and you should help support them!!

If you have a business, or know someone who wadkéltb contribute an advertisement which woul
reach upwards of 100 readers, all of whom you haeechance to interact with on a monthly basi
please email the newsletter editor, Tim Culbertsbtyculber@hotmail.com

Advertising donation rates are as follows:

Y4 Page $5.00 Donation Monthly
Y Page $10.00 Donation Monthly
Full Page $20.00 Donation Monthly







